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HEN some one mentions a product that is 

unknown to us, isn’t that usually because 

we’ve never seen it advertised ? We all prefer the 

advertised product. Readers of the TIMES are find- 

ing its advertising columns of valuable service, and 

are including them in the weekly reading of the 
paper. 

















God’s Measure — Himself 
By Adah Richmond 


E MIGHT heave said, ‘‘ Mine house shall be 
In square feet — thus the form,’ - 

But He gave the cubit measure — 

The measure of an arm ; 
As if He sought to hold His own 

In such a-sure, sweet place, 
That all within the Temple walls 

Were safe in His embrace. 


He might have bid them make the “sea” 
Three inches thickness through, 

But He gave for the cleansing fountain 
A handbreadth measure, too; 

As if He longed with those-wounded palms 
To wash us from our sin, 

And inthe Fountain of His-Blood 
Make lost men clean again. 


He might have said, . £ The: ye s breastplate 
Shall be nine inches sqia 

But He chosé the space of an outstretched hand 
For the jewels sheltering there ; 

As if He would fold us so close to His heart — 
Our great High Priest above — 

That each might whisper to his soul, 
“‘ The disciple whom Jesus loved. ” 


Oh, not with cold hard meter 
Is built God’s Temple fair, 
But the loving hand of a tender God 
Is upon it everywhere. 
Living stones, fashioned by. piercéd hands! 
And the glad day draweth tear 
When, glorious in the Heaven above, 
His Temple shall appear. 


Casey eae 


Used by Omnipotent Hands 


We are sure to succeed when we give God unhin- 


dered control. What a simple secret of success this 


is! We may have Omniscience to guide us and Om- 
nipotence to use us, if we will. The Keswick Calendar 
quotes a letter written years ago by the beloved 
Frances Ridley. Havergal to a friend: “Yield your- 
self unto Géd, all your powers and all your -~members. 
Then see if He won't use you!. He always does! I 
wish I had an angel’s tongue to persuade you to be- 
lieve what blessedness you are on the edge of,:if you 


‘would give yourself ‘in FULL. and glad surrender’ to 


Jesus. But I want you for my Master’s sake, far 


more than for your own! I can’t bear those who 
might be even officers, let alone recruits, in His army 
to be contented to stay at home as it were, and only 
fight their own little private battles for their own 
ends, and the cause of the Redeemer left to take its 
chance!” Let us remember, also, that the omnipotent 
hands to which we surrender are hands of love, the 
love that laid down its own life for us. Not only 
success but also safety is ours when we thus yield. 
Any other life means danger, defeat, failure. It is 
wiser to be safe and successful; and this is the sur- 
rendered life. 
7 a 


The Search for a Strong Man 


Men’s views often unconsciously agree with God’s. 
The whole wosld, now, is talking about the need for 
a strong man as leader. The title of this paragraph 
is the title of an editorial in a recent issue of the New 
York Times, which says: “It is not only Italians, 
Spaniards, and South Americans who are betraying 
a desire for a Dictator. Just now in England there 
is much talk of the Empire’s need of. a Strong Man. 
. . . There are great and difficult Imperial questions 
to which no one seems to know the answer... . Prime 
Minister MacDonald stands in an attitude of almost 
confessed helplessness. . . . Attacks upon Mr. Bald- 
win as head of the Conservative party are becoming 
more and more open, ... He is not the Strong Man 
wanted. Where shall he be found? . . . Somehow it 
seems to be believed that the hour will produce the 
man, ... The ordinary man will no longer do. The 
search must be kept up until some one is discovered 
with superhuman ability. Yes, but there are two parts 
to that word. If you get your ‘super’ do not over- 
look the fact that it is linked with ‘human.’” One 
could hardly find a more striking, illuminating, and 
accurate commentary on the Bible, all unconsciously 
to the newspaper editorial writer. Two thousand five 
hundred years ago Daniel knew, by inspiration, of 
the coming of this human yet superhuman Strong Man 
for whom men now are searching; “he shall magnify 
himself above all ... shall . . . honour the God of 
forces . . . a strange god, whom he shall acknowledge 
and increase with glory.” Almost nineteen hundred 
years ago the apostle John again described this Strong 


‘ Man by inspiration; “Power was given him over all 


kindreds, and tongues, and nations. And all that dwell 


upon the earth shall worship him, whose names are 
not written in the book of life of the Lamb slain from 
the foundation of the world. If any man have an ear, 
let him hear” (Rev. 13: 7-9). But the world’s Strong 
Man, as Daniel declared, “shall come to his end, and 
none shall help him.” God’s Strong Man “shall con- 
sume [him] with the spirit of his mouth, and shall 
destroy [him] with the brightness of his coming” (2 
Thess. 2:8). Christians are looking for the coming 
of the Strong Man who is both divine and human, the 
Son of God and Son of man. Only he can solve the 
problems for which “men’s hearts [are] failing them 
for. fear, and for looking after those things which are 
coming on the earth” (Luke 21:26). His coming. is 
very, very near, and when he comes there shall be 
“great voices in heaven, saying, The kingdoms of 
this world are become the kingdoms of our Lord, and 
of his Christ; and he shall reign fer ever and ever.” 
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Unnecessary Poverty 


Let us resolve to be rich! Qx rather, if we have 
received Christ as Saviour, let us remember that we 
are rich! - Is this just a pleasant fiction? God for- 
bid! “For all things are your’s; ... and ye are 
Christ’s; and Christ is God’s” (1 Cor. 3: 21-23). Dr. 
David M. M’Intyre of Scotland has ale “We were 
made partakers of the unsearchable riches of Christ; 
but how bitter our poverty is, how it eats into our 
soul!” ‘Yet even this poverty of so many children 
of God is self-inflicted; indeed, it is only imaginary, 
or it becomes a terrible reality because we live as 
though we were poor while all the time we are un- 
speakably rich. Every once in a while the newspapers 
report the finding of a man or a woman dead in 
a miserable hovel, having lived and died like a pauper, 
while hidden away in that very hovel are material 
riches enough to have kept their pauper-owner in com- 
fort, even affluence, — gold or silver or bank notes or 
deposit books of banks showing large accounts stored 
away and unused. That is the way so many Christians 
live; all the riches and resources of God are theirs, 
and almost untouched. “He that spared not his own 
Son, but delivered him up for us all, how shall he 
not with him also freely give us all things?” Let 
us use the riches God has so freely given us; let us 
cease to live as paupers, and live as children of the 
King — which we are. 


Atheism, Indecency, and the Magazines 


founded and endowed chiefly by Christian men 

as a basis for a Christian civilization. They 
have become nurseries of unbelief. The great pub- 
lishing houses had a similar origin. Macmillans was 
established by a Scotch Baptist, Harpers by Irish 
Methodists, Scrfbners by Presbyterians, the Century 
Company by New England Congregationalists, Hough- 
ton, Mifflin by Methodists, and Funk and Wagnalls by 
Lutheran clergy. How far some :t least of them 
have slipped from the Christian point of view and 
Christian ideals can be quickly determined by a glance 
at their price lists or a cursory study of their maga- 
zine publications. 

In the Forum for March, Harper and Brothers, 
under the caption of “Man’s Unending Battle Against 
God,” advertised a coming article in Harper’s Maga- 
sine. This is what the advertisement says of it: 

“Many honest, thoughtful people are wandering — 


Te American colleges and universities were 


lost — in the debatable ground where the frontiers of - 


science, religion, and morals meet. To_all readers 
blessed with inquiring minds, Elmer Davis’ ‘ 
Without Religion’ will come as a revelation of in- 
tegrity of thought combined with lofty spiritual force. 
Mr. Davis’ bold plea to discard the religion that 
deceives us for our own comfort is an inspiration 
to the reader. It represents, moreover, the kind of 
reading that Harper’s Magazine gives you each « 
month.” 

Too true.: What would Mr. Davis do?. In his -arti- 


cle in Harper’s for March, 1930, he writes that “the 
bulk of the old-time religion is incredible.” ‘The 
Fall-and-Atonement drama which is the core of tra- 
ditional Christianity has had to go overboard,” he 
tells us. “The code of conduct that had been unwisely 
tied to an obsolescent theology fell with it; unless men 
lose heart and surrender themselves to the bishops, 
that particular Humpty-Dumpty [7 es Christian 
ethics] can never be put together again.” 

There is no evidence of a God who pitieth his chil- 
dren. There may be forces in the universe friendly 
to man, but the evidence is as yet unconvincing. The 
whole seems at best indifferent, sometimes actively 
hostile: we shall get only what we fight for and not 
all of that. The business of man is one long endéavor 
to thwart the will of God; that is, to correct the 
abuses and evils in God’s world. 

“What about the individual? ‘He is not worth 
troubling about,’ says Shapley [the Harvard astron- 
omer], ‘except as he contributes, by deed, thought, or 
progeny, to the survival of the species.’ . ... Salva- 
tion, if any, is for the race. The individual who has 
so much ego in his cosmos that he demands it for 
himself. had better sell his mind to the bishops, who 
Hg give him a gilt-edged assurance of eternal 
ife 

And so %n for eight or ten pages. The American 
Association for the Advancement of Atheism could 
ask for nothing more satisfactory. 

Scribner's .Magasine, not to be outdone, publishes 
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an article in the June, 1930, issue by Henshaw Ward 
entitled “The Disappearance* of God.” This writer 
points out without apparent regret that “it is the 
friends of God who have made God incredible.” By 
“the friends of God” he means professors in various 
theological seminaries, whom he quotes, — Professor 
G. B. Smith of the University of Chicago, Professor 
E. S. Ames, Professor Douglas C. Mackintosh of 
Yale, the former Baptist minister Dr. J. H. Randall. 
Mr. Ward calls attention to “a collection of testimonies 
gathered by a man who was once a Baptist minister 
in Texas and is now an editor of The Christian Cen- 
tury. After I have read it I can think of nothing 
but the massacre of God that is being made by the 
best religious thought of the day.” This includes “the 
Gods of fifteen well-known thinkers.” He later speaks 
of these men as “an eminent band of specialists whose 
majority vote is that the God to whom I once said, 
‘Now I lay me’ has disappeared.” 

Turning to the Forum one finds a continuous flow 
of antichristian essays. Some of these are printed 
under the title of “What I Believe,” the belief be- 
ing in most instances a repudiation of Christian the- 
ism and the Christian revelation. H. G. Wells in 
the August, 1930, issue, concludes his paper with an 
appropriate “vanity of vanities.” He says that we 
are “face to face with the ultimate frustration of every 
individual desire, in age, enfeeblement and death.” His 
only comfort is that when we die “we shall never 
know that we are dead.” 

Sir Arthur Keith wrote in the April Forum that he 
had come of a Christian home in Aberdeenshire. Dar- 
winism landed him in atheistic materialism. “By the 
absorption of this new knowledge my youthful creed 
was smashed to atoms. My personal God, the Cre- 
ator of Heaven and Earth, melted away. The desire 
to pray— not the need—was lost, for one cannot 
pray for help to an -abstraction.” For the peace of 
God Sir Arthur Keith thinks he has found a Stoic 
substitute. He tells us that he has “an urgent crav- 
ing for immortality. That longing, which lies at 
the root of the Christian religion, I look upon as a 
sin of the flesh — one to be conquered and suppressed.” 
Such a suppression, instead of bringing consternation 
or despondency, gives ‘a peace which only those who 
have felt it can realize.’ The apostle insisted that 
for those who had lost the resurrection hope nought 
remained but to eat, drink, and wait for death. Keith 
differs. “If men believe, as I do, that this present 
earth is the only heaven, they will strive all the more 
to make heaven of it.” 
ae they ought to for logic’s sake, but do 
they: , 

Then comes Professor John Dewey, who has scrap- 
ped the idea of God. This with the related ideas of the 
soul and its destiny, of fixed revelation, and the like, 
“have been made impossible for the cultivated mind of 
the Western world.” Dewey seems to regret this in 
a way, for with these spiritual losses has gone the 
older “philosophy of hope, of progress,” and no “new, 
coherent view of nature and man” has yet been dis- 
covered. x 

Mr. Mencken’s reasoned “belief” is given in the 
September Forum. He holds that Copernicus’ dis- 
coveries proved that “the so-called revelation of God, 
as contained in the Old Testament, was rubbish”; that 
the authors of the New Testament were ignorant and 
credulous men who “put together a narrative that is 
as discordant and preposterous ... as the testimonies 
of six darkies in a police court.” So low has the 
Forum sunk! A future life is to Mr. Mencken an 
absurd concept for which there is as little evidence 
as for witches. He believes that religion is done for 
in America. “Alone among the great nations of his- 
tory we have got rid of religion as a serious scourge 
—and by the simple process of reducing it to a petty 
nuisance.” 

James Truslow Adams, writer of history, tells us 
in the Forum for May and June that he is not a mem- 
ber of any church and that he intensely dislikes Paul. 
But he feels the need of some protection against the 
breaking dykes. He thinks, therefore, we should hold 
to Christ and Marcus Aurelius until a greater teacher 
shall arise, not because of any confidence in a Bible 
but because these two “synthetized the moral expe- 
rience of the race up to their own times.” 

This at least is faulty history. So also is an ex- 
cursus Mr. Adams makes into present-day church his- 
tory. “The moral and social degradation of the 
Pacific races is,” he solemnly tells us, “due largely 
to the insistence of the white man and his mission- 
aries upon a too sudden change in the moral beliefs 
and codes of the natives.” Obviously he has never 
heard of Hall Young and Sheldon Jackson. 

The latest novelty in the Forum is a series of esti- 
mates by. various writers in the public eye of the 
twelve greatest dates in human history. Heéndrik 
Willem Van Loon leads off in the September issue. 
Van Loon’s first date is 2200 B. C., when Hammurabi 
formulated his Code of Law. Why? Because “with- 
out him Moses, ten centuries later, would never have 
been able to present his followers with those Ten 
Commandments which became the ultimate standard of 
conduct for the Western World.” 

The fifth date is the Birth of Christ. Mr. Van 
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Loon believes He was the son of Joseph and Mary. 
“I need waste no words,” he writes, “upon the im- 
portance of this occurrence... Were it not for the 
strictly formulated ethical code of the young Syrian 
prophet . . . the Roman Empire would probably have 
survived much longer, for it was the deterioration 
from within which followed upon the pacifist teach- 
ings of Jesus that, quite as much as anything else, 
allowed the barbarians to destroy this immensely 
strong bulwark of civilization.” 

And Mr. Van Loon professes to teach history in 
an American college! 

These extracts are perhaps sufficient to classify 
certain magazines as purveyors of atheism, magazines 
that go into college reading-rooms, Y. M. C. A.’s, 
public libraries, and American homes, But there is 
another phase equally dark. There are certain things 
which the apostle insisted should not be once named 
among you as saints. The magazines are following 
the current mode of shouting them out from roof-tops. 
There is an old Jewish professor dying of cancer of 
the tongue in Vienna. It is he who has set the can- 
cerous tongues a-wagging in the psychology courses 
of our colleges during the past decade, the graduates 
of which are now displaying their psychoanalytical 
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wisdom in the magazines. It is not desirable to quote 
from the numerous notes taken. The Forum for May 
had an article, “Polygamous Women,” which ought 
to drive the Forum from the tables of all Christian 
homes. Scribner’s gives entry in its pages to a woman 
whom it describes as “a daring writer.” Certainly 
the adjective is quite as applicable to the editor and 
circulation manager, for such articles not many years 
ago would have cost the magazine thousands of sub- 
scribers; perhaps they do even today. A publication 
that discusses without circumlocution perversities of 
the Cities of the Plain type should be subjected to a 
rain of fire by indignant readers. 

Naturally those who write and those who publish 
articles embroidered with Freudian allusion resent re- 
striction, and one is not surprised to find in Scribner’s 
a scurrilous account of the life-work of Anthony Com- 
stock. Mr. Comstock no doubt made mistakes and 
had his limitations, but he was a man of courage who 
faced death in behalf of public decency. To hold up 
such a man to public ridicule but disgraces both 
writer and publisher. Those who believe in clean 
literature and clean pictures, clean minds and clean 
living, will not soon forget the unchivalrous article 
“Comstock Stalks” in Scribner's for April. 





Is Doubt Always Sinful? 


Mr. Howden, in the Times, says: “We must not 
suggest that doubt is sin.” He tries to distinguish 
between the good and evil of doubt ‘and unbelief, 
and goes so far as to say that we have no cause for 
alarm when youth questions God’s Word. Of course, 
I know he does not mean that the Word is open to 
suspicion. But the statements are open to a lot of 
Sincere misinterpretation, and in the light of Scrip- 
ture they seem intrinsically wrong anyway. 


In Luke 12:29 Christ commanded, “Neither be 
ye of doubtful mind,” which to disobey is sin. In 
dealing with doubting Thomas, he told him, “Be not 
faithless,” which is a sinful condition. According to 
Howden, our Lord should have told Thomas: “You 
have not accumulated sufficient facts mentally to rea- 
son the fact of my resurrection, hence your doubting 
is excusable.” No, but “blessed are they that have 
not” accumulated any physical sensations, “and yet 
have believed.” 

To “see” in that sense is but to reason a matter 
by head knowledge. But God’s order is Fact, Faith, 
and then Feeling in the mind or head. Howden 
seems to justify youth in trying to reverse that order. 
—A Connecticut reader. 


The Times is glad of the opportunity to assure its 
readers that Mr. Howden holds no such views, and 
was giving no such teaching, as the Connecticut 
reader has mistakenly supposed. A glance at Mr. 
Howden’s full comment makes this plain. He was 
writing of John the Baptist’s question sent by his 
discig'es to Christ: “Art thou he that cometh, or 
look we for another?” (Matt. 11:3, R. V.) Mr. 
Howden did not defend John, but said: “The Bible 
never represents men as perfect. The strongest have 
their hours of weakness. And there was nothing 
unusual in the fact that John’s faith should waver 
under the severe test of months of confinement in 
prison misery.” He then went on to discuss the im- 
portant difference between doubt and unbelief as fol- 
lows: 


Doubt and unbelief. Distinguish between these two 
attitudes of mind. There is nothing sinful about doubt. 
Doubt means that the mind has not yet accumulated suff- 
cient facts upon which a reasoned conclusion may be 
based. In this way doubt may often be a stage on the 
road to faith. We need never be discouraged when our 
young folks have doubts about God and about his Word. 
We must beware of two possible mistakes we may make 
in dealing with any such. 

(1) We must not suggest that doubt is sin. We need 
sympathetic understanding that we may help and encour- 
age them through such a time. 

(2) We must not fall into the error of letting them 
think that there is anything especially fine or ugusual 
in their doubt. Doubt is not a sign of superior intelli- 
gence. Nor is it a condition of mind in which an earnest 
or intelligent person will willingly remain. But unbelief 
is sin. For unbelief implies that there is sufficient knowl- 
edge upon which action may be taken, and yet the unbe- 
liever refuses to act. Unbelief in this sense of the word 
is a matter of the will and not of the reason. 


Mr. Howden thus shows that doubt, as he uses the 
word, is sincere uncertainty as to what. the facts are. 
Until one is satisfied of the facts, one must neces- 
sarily be in doubt as to certain conclusions that de- 
pend upon such facts. Doubt of this sort is not sinful; 
it is an open-minded waiting for evidence. 

But when the evidence is in hand, and the facts 
have been clearly set forth, then to refuse to accept 
the conclusions from those facts is unbelief, which 
is sin. Many a man knows that his acceptance of 





the facts declared in the Bible would mean that he 
must give up certain sins in his life that he wants to 
hold on to; therefore he refuses to believe such facts, 
and his unbelief is sinful. But there can be sincere 
doubt concerning the facts which does not necessarily 


include the element of sin. It is doubt of this sort © 


that Mr. Howden meant. 

In Luke 12: 29 our Lord was speaking to men who 
had the Scriptures and who had every opportunity 
thereby of knowing God. He told them of God’s care 
for the birds and the flowers, and said: “If then 
God so clothe the grass, which is to day in the field, 
and to morrow is cast into the even; how much more 
will he clothe you, O ye of little faith? And seek 
not ye what ye shall eat, or what ye shall drink, 
neither be ye of doubtful mind.” The literal meaning 
here is, “Neither be ye anxious,” or “waver not be- 
tween hope and suspense,” or “live not in careful 
(anxious) suspense.” For the Jews to do this was 
the sin of unbelief; the sin of distrusting God; it was 
the sin of worry, or anxiety,—an entirely different 
thing from the honest doubt of the open mind that 
has not yet been satisfied of certain facts. 

Mr. Howden’s explanation of the difference between 
doubt and unbelief cannot be construed as any defense 
of the apostle Thomas’ sin of unbelief. Thomas’ un- 
belief was sinful, for Thomas had ample facts already 
in his possession to enable him to believe. He had 
the Old Testament Scriptures concerning Christ; he 
had heard Christ say repeatedly that he must “be 
killed, and be raised again the third day” (Matt. 16: 
21). The Gospel record does not tell us that Thomas 
doubted (the popular expression “doubting Thomas” 
is not Scriptural), but that he said: “I will not be- 
lieve.” The Lord did not say to Thomas, “Be not doubt- 
ing,’ but “Be not faithless, but believing.” Mr. How- 
den’s comment does not excuse or condone the grave 
sin of Thomas. 

Nor did Mr. Howden suggest. that people should 
look for feeling in order to remove their doubts. He 
urged the importance of -facts, not feeling. “Doubt,” 
said he, “means that the mind has not yet accumulated 
sufficient facts upon which a reasoned conclusion may 
be based. In this way doubt may often be a stage on 
the way to faith.’ Hence Mr. Howden agrees entirely 
with the well-known Scriptural order to which the 
Connecticut reader calls attention, Fact, Faith, Feel- 
ing. Indeed, he would doubtless agree that feeling 
may be dropped out entirely provided we have Fact 
and Faith. He certainly does not suggest, as this 
reader mistakenly says, that youth tries to reverse 
the Scriptural order. Nor does Mr. Howden say that 
“we have no cause for alarm when youth questions 
God’s Word.” What he said was: “We need never 
be discouraged when our young folks have doubts 
about God and about his Word.” Alarm is quite dif- 
ferent from discouragement. We may well be alarmed; 
we must not be discouraged. Alarm is recognition 
of danger. Discouragement is distrust of God, lack 
of faith, Mr. Howden urged the importance of faith, 
and warned against the sin of discouragement. Many 
young folks of today have never been given a fair or 
adequate opportunity to know the facts upon which faith 
in God can only be built. They have never been told 
the truth about God and his Word. Naturally they 
are filled with doubts. Many such young people welcome 
the facts when they are given to hem not in criticism 
but in sympathetic understanding, and it was this help- 
ful attitude on the part of teachers that Mr. Howden 
urges. 
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Communing alone with the gods in a 
demon-worshiping ‘‘ Holy of Holies’’ 


How Japan’s Deified Emperor Takes the Throne 
By Albertus Pieters, D.D. 




















Abbey the coronation ceremony of King George, 

of England, and in November, 1928, ceremonies 
of similar political import marked the accession of 
Hirohito, son of Yoshihito, to the throne of Japan. 
These latter are called enthronement ceremonies, : not 
a coronation, because no crown is used. The con- 
trast between the two ceremonies is interesting and 
significant in connection with the long: warfare of 
monotheism with polytheism. Both were deeply re- 
ligious, the one Christian, the other pagan. 

The British ceremony was performed in a great 
Christian church, a sermon was preached, prayer was 
offered, and a Bible was placed in the King’s hands. 
The crown was put upon his head by an Archbishop 
as the representative of God; the king laid his sword 
and spurs upon the altar to show that his power 
was at the service of Christ; he was anointed with 
the holy oil as were the kings of Israel; and he bore 
in his left hand orb and cross to signify the dom- 
ination of the Christian religion over the whole world. 
As one writer has said: “The service is one in which 
the religion of the nation is asserted; and the cove- 
nant is one between God, the king, and his people.” 

The Japanese services are no less religious, but 
they are as thoroughly heathen as those of England 
are Christian, expressing constantly in act and sym- 
bol the faith of the Japanese nation and their -im- 
perial family in the nature-deities which they have 
served from time immemorial. The intelligent reader 
will understand that when we use such terms as 
heathen, pagan, heathenism, and paganism in this con- 
nection we use them in their purely religious sense, 
as standing for religion based upon polytheism, in 
contrast with and in age-long opposition to the wor- 
ship of the one true God, Maker and Preserver of 
all things. We do not in the least intend any such 
connotation as is sometimes attached to these words, 
indicating something uncivilized, rough, or brutal. 
Quite the contrary; if one wishes to know how re- 
fined, dignified, and nobly impressive heathenism can 
be at its best let him study the enthronement cere- 
monies of Japan. For all that it is pure heathenism, 
linking itself in essential unity to all the other 
heathenism of the past and present, and therefore to 
the Christian conscience an abomination, however 
stately and beautiful it may be. 


The Three Sacred Treasures 


These great ceremonies may be studied in the ex- 
cellent monograph prepared by the Rev. D. C. Holtom, 
Ph.D., of the Baptist Mission in Tokyo. It is en- 
titled, “The Japanese Enthronement Ceremonies,” and 
may be obtained through any publisher or missionary 
board from the Committee of Reference and Counsel. 
Much of the information and most of the quotations 
in this article are taken from Dr. Holtom’s discus- 
sion. 

There are forty-nine ceremonies in all, and they 
fall into three groups: those performed in a compara- 
tively private manner immediately upon the death of 
the former ruler; those making formal announcement 
of the accession; and those mystically religious, de- 
signed to express the Shinto faith that the Emperor 
is of divine descent and is himself an incarnate god, 
holding communion with the guardian deities of the 
nation. They are called respectively the “Senso,” 
or Act of Accession; the “Sokui Rei,” or Announce- 
ment of Accession; and the “Daijo Sai,” or Great Food 
Ceremony. 

The “Daijo Sai” is a deeply religious ceremony, 
one might almost call it a sacramental rite. After 
elaborate religious purification the Emperor, in the 
inner shrine, entirely alone except for two female 
attendants to carry the necessary materials, holds 
communion with the gods as one of them. This takes 
place at dead of night, one ceremony shortly before, 
the other shortly after, midnight. 

In all these ceremonies a prominent place is ac- 
corded to the Three Sacred Treasures, handed down 
from remote antiquity as the insignia of the right to 
rule. They are the Sacred Mirror, the Sacred Jewels, 
and the Sacred Sword. There is a mythological story 
in connection with each one, relating how the mirror 
was given by the Sun Goddess to her Imperial Grand- 
son, Ninigino-Mikoto, when she sent him down. to 
rule Japan; how the jewels were bestowed upon the 
Sun Goddess by her father, Izanagi-no-Mikoto, when 
he appointed her to rule the heavens; and how the 
sword was found by the Storm God in the tail of 
the storm dragon, which he slew. These stories are 
related as sober truth in the Japanese school books, 
and are believed by the mass of the people. 

Dr. Holtom, on the principles of the science of re- 
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Heathenism at its best is refined, dignified, and 
nobly impressive. But.it is an abomination in the 
- of God, and in the sight of discerning be- 

evers. 


Here is a startling account of demon-worshiping 
ceremonies that prove this. Japan believes that 
her emperor is a god. The enthronement cere- 
monies consist of “the same old heathenism 
against which the people of God have been at 
war since the call of Abraham from Ur of the 
Chaldees.” 


Dr. Pieters says truly that these ceremonies are 
to the Christian “an unspeakable tragedy, an 
utter abomination, and a call to prayer.” But 
there is a greater tragedy, which he exposes fear- 
lessly. There are Christian missionaries today 
who have admiration and approval for such hea- 
then religions. “It is certain, however,” says Dr. 
Pieters, “that if this new attitude should become 
universal among missionaries and Japanese Chris- 
tians the hope for victory would fade away. 
Christianity never has won, and never can win, 
on such terms.” One is thrilled to read the story 
of a Japanese principal of a mission school who 
saw clearly the sin of compromise and courage- 
ously refused to obey the orders of the local gov- 
ernment that his school should worship at a 

Shinto shrine. 








ligion, interprets the mirror to refer to the sun, the 
jewels to the moon, and the sword to the lightning 
flash. This is in all probability a correct account of 
their origin. The jewels used in the ceremony are 
the original jewels, said to have been given by Izanagi- 
no-Mikoto to his daughter Amaterasu-no-Mikoto, the 
Sun Goddess. Where and how they actually orig- 
inated no one knows, and how they look is equally 
unknown, for no eye has seen them, at least so far 
as is publicly known. Dr. Holtom quotes from a 
famous Japanese history, called the “Heike Mono- 
gatari,” the following statement: “The jewels have 
been handed dqwn from the age of the gods, and are 
kept in a pt ae casket, as a talisman to protect 
each generation of sovereigns. And this casket is 
never opened, so that no one has seen what is in it. 
The Emperor Go-Reizei-In (A. D. 1046-1068), for 
some reason or other tried to open the casket, but 
when he took off the lid, immediately a white cloud 
arose from within it. After a while the cloud re- 
turned again as it was, and Kii-no-Naiji replaced the 
lid, and tied it down again.” 

The mirror used in the ceremonies is not the real 
mirror, but a duplicate, the real article being en- 
shrined in the great national sanctuary at Ise. This, 
also, no eye has ever seen, except possibly that of 
the chief priest of the shrine, for it is considered the 
“Shintai” of Amaterasu-no-Mikoto in her aspect. of 
grace. Every Shinto shrine has its “Shintai,” which 
means “embodiment of divinity.” It is usually a stone 
or some other shapeless object. The “Shintai” are 
not idols, for they are not images of natural objects. 
They are rather like fetishes, in which somehow, mys- 
teriously, the virtue of the god worshiped is consid- 
ered to reside. To the “Shintai” are accorded the 
same honors as to the deity represented by it, and 
hence the original mirror, the “Shintai” of the Sun 
Goddess, is too sacred and precious ever to leave the 
inner shrine at Ise. 


A Casket Like the Ark of the Covenant 

The duplicate used in the ceremonies is kept in a 
casket, or ark, called the “Kashiko Dokoro,” which 
is deposited in the Imperial Palace at Tokyo. The 
nearest one can come to a translation of “Kashiko 
Dokoro” is “The Place of Awe,” but a justifiable title 
for the casket is “The Ark of the Sacred Mirror,” 
for its place in Shinto religion and ceremonial is, in 
some respects, similar to that of the Ark of the Cove- 
nant in Israel. When the time approaches for the 
enthronement of a new Emperor, he temporarily trans- 
fers his residence from Tokyo to Kyoto, and at the 
head of the procession is borne in solemn state the 
Ark of the Sacred Mirror, handled only by young 
men from the village of Yase, just as no one but 
the Levitical priests might touch the Ark of the 
Covenant. Upon arrival in Kyoto, it is deposited in 
the inner shrine of the Imperial Palace, which was 
its home until the sixties of the nineteenth century. 
After the completion of all the ceremonies, it is again 
solemnly .transferred to the palace in Tokyo. Before 
it, as soon as an Emperor has died, announcement is 
made of the Act of Accession of his son, and be- 














fore it the new Emperor, in the forenoon of the day 
on which the Announcement of Accession is made, 
with his Empress, bows in worship of Amaterasu-no- 
Mikoto. From all this reverence paid to a duplicate, 
one may understand how the original is regarded. 

The original sword is enshrined at Atsuta, also as 
the “Shintai” of the Sun Goddess... She has more 
than one “Shintai,” because her character and relation 
to men have more than one aspect. The mirror is 
her embodiment in her aspect of grace, the sword in 
that of severity. This sword also is, of course, inacces- 
sible to all but the high priests of the Shinto cult. 
A duplicate is used in the ceremonies. 

Both the Act of Accession and the Announcement 
of Accession have religious ceremonies connected with 
them. On the day when an Emperor dies, and his 
son assumes the Imperial authority, announcement of 
the fact is made by ritualists, not only before the 
Ark of the Sacred Mirror but also before the Sanc- 
tuary of the Spirits of the Imperial Ancestors, and 
before the Shrine of the Gods of Heaven and Earth. 
But it is in the Great Food Ceremony that the re- 
ligious faith of the nation is most clearly and em- 
phatically expressed. The ceremonies take place in 
two small shrines, erected for the purpose in the most 
archaic style. They are exactly alike. One is called 
the Yuki Hall, and the other the Suki Hall. What 
these words “Yuki” and “Suki” mean no one knows 
with certainty. They are so old that this has been 
forgotten, and is now a point of discussion and dis- 
agreement among specialists. Certain rites are per- 
formed in the Yuki Hall, and then, after the lapse 
of two hours, are precisely repeated in the Suki Hall. 
Dr. Holtom makes the attractive guess that originally 
Yuki Hall was the palace in which the former Em- 
peror had just died, to which the new Emperor had 
to go to obtain the sacred regalia, and the Suki Hall 
was his own new palace; for it is known that in 
ancient times a new palace was always erected for 
the new sovereign, on account of the defilement at- 
taching to the old one because death had occurred 
in it. 

The Awesome Daijo Sai 

Everything about the ceremonies performed in these 
two halls, and about the halls themselves, is religious. 
The site upon which these twin shrines are built is 
first consecrated by an act of worship of the guardian 
gods of the locality. All who take part in the proceed- 
ings, from the Emperor down, submit to repeated rites 
of ceremonial 'purification. Dr. Holtom says: “On 
the day before the Daijo Sai, the buildings and gate- 
ways to be used in the ceremony are purified and 
consecrated with old Shinto rites. The service is 
called ‘the Ceremony of Tranquilizing the Daijo 
Shrines.’ It is essentially a magico-religious worship 
of certain ancient deities that preside over buildings 
and gateways.” The gates to the enclosure are called 
“God Gates,” and those who approach them pass un- 
der “Torii,” the peculiar archways that in Japan 
always indicate the presence of a Shinto shrine. 

On the night before the Daijo Sai there is a cere- 
mony for the tranquilization of the Emperor’s spirit, 
which consists of the worship of nine gods. Immedi- 
ately before the main ceremony the Emperor, in a 
specially prepared “Ablution Hall,”. renders himseif 
ceremonially pure by bathing. “After the purifica- 
tion bath, the Emperor dons ceremonial robes of pure 
white silk, and final hand-cleansing rites are admin- 
istered. ‘His Majesty then receives his royal baton. 
He has now been prepared by all the high and ancient 
rites of Shinto to enter as High Priest of the nation 
into communion with the great gods of the food 
ritual.” : 

The rites themselves consist of carrying into the 
inner shrine, which corresponds to the Holy of Hollies 
of the tabernacle, numerous articles of food, and plac- 
ing them in order before the “God-seat,” an unoc- 
cupied couch conjectured by Dr. Holtom to represent 
the ancient couch-throne of the deceased. There is 
no image or idol of any sort. The Emperor then 
himself partakes of food, by way of sacramental par- 
ticipation with the gods in their banquet. This could 
be done by none other. It is the supreme moment of 
the Emperor’s life. Here, once only in his whole life, 
at dead of night and in dead silence, while the highest 
in the land wait reverently outside, the scene lighted 
only by primitive pine torches and bonfires, he sits 
alone among the unseen and mighty gods, from whom 
he is descended, among whom he belongs, and by 
whose authority he rules. The like will not happen 
again until he too has passed away, and his succes- 
sor performs the same dread rite. 

The rice used in this ceremony is no ordinary rice. 
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That used in the Yuki Hall is raised in one section 
of the empire, that of the Suki Hall in another. The 
places where it is to be grown are selected by a proc- 
ess of divination. After solemn rites of purification 
have been performed and the gods have been sup- 
plicated to indicate their will, a tortoise shell is heated, 
and from it the diviners, according to their own secret 
formulas, learn which district ought to be selected! 
Every step of the production of the sacred rice is 
then accompanied by worship of the local gods of 
fertility, until it is at last safely in the hands of the 
priestly officials as fit for use in the great ceremony. 

To the archeologist and to the student of primitive 
religion the Japanese enthronement ceremonies are a 
gold mine: to the Christian they are an unspeakable 
tragedy, an utter abomination, and a call to prayer. 
That one of the greatest and noblest nations in the 
world should today, in the twentieth century after 
the birth of Christ, induct its sovereigns into Office 
by such rites is an unspeakable tragedy. For there 
is no doubt what this is—it is the same old heathen- 
ism against which the people of God have been at 
war since the call of Abraham from Ur of the Chal- 
dees. The Moon-God at Ur was essentially the same 
as Tsuki-Yomi-no-Mikoto of the Japanese; in Baby- 
lon, Marduk was but another name for Amaterasu- 
no-Mikoto; and all the gods of all the nations have 
been but variants of the same thing. Paganism in 
its essentials is as unchangeable as monotheism. It 
is nature worship, in which men “exchange the truth 
of God for a lie, and worship and serve the creature 
rather than the Creator, who is blessed for ever. 
Amen.” The gods invoked in the fertility rites by 
which the sacred rice is guarded are in essence the 
same as the local Baals of Canaan, and the divina- 
tion by which the will of the gods is ascertained may 
differ in form from that which Nebuchadnezzar em- 
ployed (Ezek. 21:21), but it is the same in spirit. 

The early Christians were acutely conscious of an 
implacable conflict between Christianity and the prac- 
tices of the old religions. That was not because those 
practices were all immoral, coarse, or revolting. Some 
of them were; but others were as noble, beautiful, 
and impressive as the corresponding ceremonies of 
Japan. There is danger at present, however, of a 
spirit of compromise, the result largely of the study 
of the science of “Comparative Religion.” The origin 
of such pagan rites has been traced, by some, to the 
wonder wrought in men by the forces of nature. This 
study is so fascinating, one’s sympathy with the prim- 
itive mind groping for reality is so aroused, and occa- 
sionally moral values of such beauty and worth are 
discovered, that one is in danger of ceasing to feel 
the old antipathy and horror. One begins to toy with 
the idea that paganism was a necessary step toward 
true religion, and that those who practice it should 
be encouraged to continue. Thus we get a situation 
in which the lion and the lamb lie down together, 
although not in the sense intended by the prophecy. 

How real and great this danger of compromise is 
may be vividly seen by anyone who will read the 
article on the Japanese enthronement ceremonies in 
“The Japan Mission Year Book” for 1929. The 
writer of that article —a missionary — has nothing but 
admiration and approval for the ceremonies. One is 
tempted to exclaim on reading it, “Almost thou per- 
suadest me to be a pagan!” There is no trace of 
the prophetic and apostolic attitude, — which remark 
would perhaps seem to the writer of that article a 
compliment. It is certain, however, that if this new 
attitude should become universal among missionaries 
and Japanese Christians the hope of victory would 
fade away. Christianity never has won, and never 
can win, on such terms. 

Happily, there are not a few Japanese Christians 
who understand the issue more clearly. The Japanese 
principal of oné of the mission schools for girls re- 
ceived from the government a paper which he was 
required to read to his school, setting forth the offi- 
cial view of the enthronement ceremonies. The local 
government also assigned his school a place in the 
solemn procession to worship at the Shinto shrine. 
‘He read the announcement, as required, and then he 
said: “This is what the Department of Education 
_says you are to know about the ceremonies, and the 
Yuki Hall and Suki Hall. Now I will continue. We 
Christians believe.that it is through the grace of God 
that our nation has come to its present state of pros- 
perity and position among the nations. The papers 
say that this school will end the march at such and 
such a shrine. We shall do nothing of the kind. We 
will march as far as the railway station, and from 
there we return.” And they did! This particular 
principal by the way, more than thirty years before, 
being then a student in a government normal school, 
had accepted expulsion rather than go with the rest 
to worship at a Shinto shrine. Men who have suf- 
fered in the war know better than to make terms 
with the foe. It is in Japanese Christians of this 
stanch kind that the hope of the future lies. 

The situation therefore calls for prayer, that the 
brethren in Japan, both missionaries and Christians, 
mav avoid the danger of compromise and may be 
kept in the day of conflict; for there is surely a 
struggle coming. There will be many difficult days 
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for Japanese believers, days of great struggle and 
distress. One of the most significant recent devel- 
opments is the appointment of a governmental com- 
mission to determine officially whether the Shinto 
rites are religious, If the commission reports that 
they are, some reasonable adjustment may be made, 
for the constitution guarantees religious liberty, and 
this will scarcely be withdrawn. If on the other hand 
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the rites are pronounced non-religious, the way will 
be open to declare participation in them a patriotic 
duty, which may be demanded of all under penalty. 
Such a declaration would not alter the facts, and would 
not satisfy the Christian conscience, but would open 
the door to persecution on the one hand or to com- 
promise on the other. 
Hoitanp, Mieéx. 








has pierced — and healed — human hearts 








Bolts from the Blue 


How the Word of God, broadcast over the air, 


By Elisabeth Haven 














A _Gospel broadcast covering a very large territory is sent out each Sunday afternoon by the Rev. Donald 


Grey Barnhouse from the Tenth Presbyterian Church, Philadelphia. 


The Times believes it is the only con- 


servative broadcast covering as wide an area as this. Striking results of some of the messages from this church 
are given here, with a list of the other stations in the chain. fi ata 


There are cther centers from which the true Gospel is broadcast, such as Moody Bible Institute, Los Angeles 


Bible Institute, and Berachah Church in Philadelphia. 


The Times would like to receive information, giving the 


hour, call letters, and wave length of other stations that broadcast sound Christian messages; it is planned to 
publish such information frequently in a radio department in the Times. 


74 ON’T shake your fist at God!” 

A young man had sauntered across the par- 
lor of his home and idly turned the dials 
of the radio. A voice had filled the room—that one 
sentence inthe middie of a sermon — “Don’t shake your 
fist at God!” The young man stood as though petri- 
fied and listened as the preacher went on to say that 
indifference, which is the wave of the hand to say 
that God is not needed, ends ultimately in the shak- 
ing of the fist to say that God is not wanted. There 
were only three or four minutes of the sermon time 
remaining. The young man listened through to the 
end, when the announcer said, “You have been lis- 
tening to the sermon of the Rev. Donald Grey Barn- 
house from the pulpit of the Tenth Presbyterian 
Church, Seventeenth and Spruce Streets, Philadelphia. 
This broadcast is made possible by the gifts of peo- 

ple all over the country who believe in this work.” 
“Don’t shake your fist at God.” All the next week 
there was a battle within the young man. Entirely 
uninterested in things religious, brought up in a home 
nominally Christian but without any depth of spir- 
itual thought, his only church experience in a denomi- 
nation where formality has almost pushed spirituality 
aside, he had drifted along and become much more 
interested in the things of the world than in any- 
thing spiritual. But in that idle moment of turning 
the dials the challenge to his indifference had come. 
Many times he said to himself, “I will not listen to 
that sermon next Sunday.” But when the time came, 
he was in the room awaiting the moment of the broad- 
cast. Week after week this occurred, until one Sun- 
day a message on regeneration was being given. The 
voice said, “You may be born again just where you 
are—in prison, in hospital, in home, near or far. 
Accept God’s verdict about your own sinful condi- 
tion, and about the eternal value of the death of the 
Lord Jesus Christ, and God will immediately plant 
within you a life that is not your own.” The young 
man turned off the radio, slipped to his knees beside 
his chair, and there gave his heart to the Lord Jesus 





The Gospel Broadcast from the Tenth Presby- 
terian Church. Philadelphia, is at 5 P. M. Eastern 
ng 4 P. M. Central Time, 3 P. M. Mountain 

ime. 


Some small stations in the East have been omit- 
ted from the list and large stations in the West 
take their place. Those who have, heretofore, lis- 
tened through Providence, can get the broadcast 
through Boston or New York. Oil City listeners 
can turn to Buffalo or Pittsburgh. Indianapolis 
listeners will easily get Chicago or Fort Wayne. 
The Southwest is served for the first time with 
the addition of KRLD Dallas, while the whole 
Mississippi Valley will be blanketed by the addi- 
tion of KMOX, now a 50,000 watt station. The 
total cost each week for the use of the following 
stations is nearly $2,500. 


Meters 
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Christ, believing God’s Word about the redemption 
that He had accomplished on the cross. The young 
man has now joined a church in the small suburban 
town in which he lives. 

Not all radio stories are so dramatic. There are 
many more stories of the simple, quiet work of the 
‘Holy Spirit in the heart, the joyous coming of assur- 
ance of salvation, the definite growth in grace. 

The old nature has in it a streak of cowardice that 
naturally seeks to protect itself from any public con- 
viction of sin. For this reason it is always more or 
less difficult to preach hard truths effectively to peo- 
ple when they are in the presence of others. The 
radio has made it possible for Jew and Gentile, Cath- 
olic and Protestant, freethinker and agnostic, atheist 
and believer, rich and poor alike to turn the dials 
within the secret place of the home, and listen to the 
message of the Word of God unembarrassed by the 


presence of onlookers. Evidences abound which show 


that a section of the public is being reached with this 
message that has never been reached with any pre- 
vious evangelistic work. This was shown by a series 
of meetings in Detroit. At the beginning, the man in 
charge of the meetings remarked that a poor time 


_had been chosen; yet the church was filled each night, 


and the audiences were made up largely of people 
who had never before been seen in Bible conference 
meetings in Detroit. The same thing has occurred 
in many other places. 

In the Gospel story of the cleansing of the ten lepers, 
only one came back to thank the Lord for the bless- 
ing received. - Little by little we have been forced 
to the conclusion that many people have come to the 
knowledge of Christ through radio messages: that 
have never even written a letter to tell about the new- 
found blessing. They have united with the church 
in one place or another, but have not taken the trou- 
ble to write directly to the radio offices to tell about 
their conversion through the means of this work. 
This was brought out very clearly in recent meetings, 
previously annouriced over the radio, which Mr. Barn- 
house held in Chicago. 

At the close of one meeting many people came up 
to greet the speaker. The first was a woman who 
briefly told the following story. She had come forty 
miles to the meeting. She explained that her husband 
could not come to the meeting because he was on 
night. work, but that he was eager to have. her come 
so that she might tell of blessing received in their 
home. He had been brought up a Roman Catholic, 
but in all the years of their married life had never 
been to church. One night he found the Gospel 
Broadcast on his radio. He listened from week to 
week, and finally took a stand for Christ, was bap- 
tized, and became a member of the church his wife 
attended. Thus another home was united in Christ. 

Just behind this woman stood a distinguished look- 
ing couple. The gentleman presented his card to the 


.speaker. At the top he had written in pencil, “$1,000.” 


As he presented the card, he said, “You may count on 
me for that amount for your radio work.” He then 
told how he had been interested in religious matters 
in but a secondary way until February, 1930, when 
“by chance” (there is no chance with God) he found 
one. of these messages in turning the dials of his 
radio. Since that time he had not missed any of the 
sermons. The next day at this man’s office, down in 


the Loop district, Mr. Barnhouse was shown, framed 


on the wall, a cancelled check for $1,000,000, the first 
of.that amount that the man had received as a re- 
taining fee for his work. That noon in one of the 
clubs of Chicago, as Mr. Barnhouse was introduced 
to some of. the members, several of them said, “Oh, 


is this that Philadelphia preacher you have been tell- 


ing us to listen to on the radio?” It was evident that 
there had come a real witness in this man’s life. 









































































































































Lesson for November 2 


The workman on the night shift and the million- 
aire are both accessible to the voice that comes in 
from the air, and while neither of them might have 


taken the opportunity to go to a meeting in a church ~: 


or an auditorium, yet both in an idle moment had 
found the Word that meant life eternal. Neither one 
had written in to the radio offices to tell the story, 
but the change in their lives was unmistakable. 

One more story will show -how God can work 
through a voice on the air. It may be told in the 
man’s own words, with enough changes in the letter 
to remove any possibility of identification. 

The letter was opened'in the offices where the radio 
correspondence is carried on. The first thing noticed 
was the printed letterhead of a company that runs 
lines of ships, but outside the limits accessible to 
the great broadcasting centers through which this 
message goes. Looking at the letter a little more 
closely, the name of a ship was noted, and at the sig- 
nature an address showing that the writer was an 
officer on one of these ships. The letter began 
abruptly: “Dear Sir: You are my thorn in the 
flesh and yet when Sunday night comes, no matter 
where I may be, I listen to you, knowing in advance 
that I shall turn away from the radio in tears. For 
I am of all men most miserable because nearly five 
years ago I ran away from God. I was in a semi- 
nary, studying for the ministry, and was within one 
year of a B.D. . . . When I started school I had a 
keen passion for souls and the Spirit of God rested 
upon me and comforted me, but as time passed some- 
thing happened within me, and I saw the world, not 
as something to be saved by the cross, but as a society 
to be reformed and made better by charity and edu- 
cation. I thank God that this idea did not entirely 
satisfy me as a message, and so I left the school ... 
[Note what Modernism in a theological seminary can 
do to a man’s faith and life.] 

“IT realize now that I did well in running away 
from school, but I should have run to a better school, 
and not left the great task of sowing the seed to the 
few who, like yourself, have seen Jesus. 

“As I said before, you plague me, because you preach 
what I know to be the truth. And the thought that 
I ran away from God when he called me for service 
is constantly in my mind, and my life is not a happy 
one; to such an extent that I am seriously thinking of 
leaving the security of my present work, and trusting 
God for a change... . 

“T am coming to you for your prayers and advice. 
You can appreciate what a serious decision this is in 
my personal life, but both my wife and I think that 
God wants us, and with this thought in mind, no sac- 
rifice in personal or worldly gain seems too great.” 
Here follows a paragraph on schools and seminaries, 
asking advice as to the course to pursue in finishing 
his spiritual education. At the end of the letter in 
the place where there is usually such a line as “Yours 
truly” or “Yours sincerely” there was simply the 
following reference: Ephesians 4:14. When we 
looked it up, we found: “That we henceforth be no 
more children, tossed to and fro, and carried about 
with every wind of doctrine, by the sleight of men, 
and cunning craftiness, whereby they lie in wait to 
deceive.” 

A letter went back to this poor heart immediately. 
, Wess Commodore: [Not the rank mentioned in his 
etter. 

“I wonder if you realized when you wrote it what 
a parallel your letter was to the book of the prophecy 
of Jonah, a man ordained to preach, but, disliking 
the message, he ran away from God onto a ship and 
there circumstances were such that God got the mes- 
sage to him, and he came back humbly to be rein- 
stated. May I point out further, that when he did 
come back and preached the Gospel, the mightiest 
revival of which there is any testimony in Scripture 
occurred? Nineveh, a city as large as Chicago ac- 
cording to the statistics of the last verse of the proph- 
ecy, turned to God. I would not be at all surprised 
if God would use you in this way. Every man men- 
tioned in the Scriptures whom God. used in any great 
way, was a second-chance man, 

“With the above in mind, you can realize, of course, 
that the only advice I can give you is to obey God, 
and get back into the work to which he has called 
you.” Then, after a paragraph about schools: “Any 
other help or advice that I can give you will not be 
an imposition on my time, and I would be very pleased 
to hear from you as to your progress toward Nin- 
eveh. We will pray definitely for you, that the Lord 
will make his will very clear and lead you as I be- 
lieve he already has done.” 

Later, on one of the trips taken by Mr. Barnhouse 
in Bible conference work, an interview was arranged 
with this man. Suffice it to say that the Lord is 
leading him, and that he is following toward Nineveh. 

These stories could be multiplied many times, and 
every day brings word from new listeners who are 
being blessed. 

The broadcast is supported entirely by the gifts 
of those who believe in this work. Communications 
or gifts may be addressed to Post Office Box 2000, 
Philadelphia. 
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Girls’ Problems of Today 
Discussed by Mother Ruth 














Questioms for answer, and other communications 
may “be addressed to Mother Ruth, The Sunday 
School Times, 323-327 North Thirteenth Street, Phila- 
delphia. No names or addresses or identity will be 
published in The Sunday School Times; and if ques- 
tions are too personal for an answer in these 
columns, Mother Ruth will be glad to reply indi- 
vidually if possible, if return postage is enclosed. 


Dear Mother Ruth: I would like you to give me some 
advice on whether I should go to college this fall. I am 
eighteen and ready to enter Hastings College. ‘There are 
three of us in the family besides my parents. One brother 
will be a senior in college and plans to be a minister. 
The other will be a freshman and expects to be a medical 
missionary. I have ne definite plans for my life work. 
Financially it will take co-operation for all of us to get an 
education, but my parents plan for us all to go. My 
mother is not well, and I think she should have a year of 
rest. The boys work as much as they can aside from 
their school work. If I stayed home this year it would 
be easier for every one of the family and I could probably 
take some music. My parents think, however, that it 
might be harder for me to go next year. 

If I do go, what kind of course would you suggest that 
I take? What do you think is the world’s greatest need 
along some line that I could fill? There is no one subject 
that especially appeals to me, but I want to have some 
way of making a living, if necessary, when I am through 
college. How would you choose a vocation? I have talked 
to different people about this, and have thought and prayed 
about it, but I am still undecided. 

Also I would like to know what you think of joining a 
college society. Here in Hastings College there are no 
sororities or fraternities, but there are girls’ societies, and 
boys’ societies. Their aetivities consist mainly of meetings 
one evening every two weeks, one party, and a banquet. 
The cost is about from eight to fifteen dollars a year, de- 
pending on the society. Their aim is mostly social. My 
mother feels that they take time and consideration that 
should be put on other things, and that the advantages 
that a society gives would come naturally, if emphasis 
were placed more on the religious things. I have enjoyed 
and read your column in The Sunday School Times for 
several years. I thank you very much for your consid- 
eration.—_J——. 


i. GIRL: Your letter, so full of the desires 
of your heart to do the thing that is best, not 
only for yourself, but for your loved ones, is read 
with deepest interest. To tell you what J think you 
ought to do would be taking matters out of God’s 
hands, wouldn’t it? We must not consider human 
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influence apart from the only source of wisdom and 
true knowledge. The consideration you are giving 
Mother is just as it should be, and I think from what 
you say, she is a good adviser, isn’t she? And if she 
feels you should go on now and not lose a year from 
the college work, it seems that Mother is about right. 
To lose a year from your studies, unless it is neces- 
sary, would make it hard for you to take it up again 
next year. Since the college is in your home town, 
it would be very easy to drop out if the necessity 
came and then go again when you can. But your 
heavenly Father can make this all clear to the whole 
family, if you ask. 

What is the “world’s greatest need”? Somebody 
to “go seek the lost”! ‘Your teachers should be the 
ones to help you decide which studies to major in. 
They will know how you can make the most of your 
college course in order to give you the widest influence 
for your Master. And God will direct in that, too. 
He knows where he wants you in the future, and by 
laying this matter before him he will be so glad to 
lead you—even as a Shepherd leads his sheep. And 
the fold where you are to be trained and given pas- 
ture will be pleasant for your: feet, and joy will 
abound, because you are in his hands. 

How would I “choose a vocation”? Well, in just 
the same way. I would talk to God about the finances, 
and ask him where I should go. You must bear in 
mind that there is nothing that God is not interested 
in that concerns you in your life. Everything is of 
importance to him, for there are no little things in 
our lives. So many great things hinge on the little 
things of life, that we want to give him the chance to 
show us every step of the way. 

I am so glad that you have chosen a college that 
stands as a Christian college, and no doubt you will 
find yourself growing daily in the higher things per- 
taining to life. The societies in such a college should 
be of a character that will be wholesome and profit- 
able, but if it is going to be a financial burden to the 
home folks, you better not consider it, for Mother 
knows what is best in that respect. 

I am so glad you have enjoyed the column in the 
Times, and I shall pray for you that the day college 
opens your way will be as clear before you as you 
need, and that you will have the conscious presence 
of God’s Spirit with you. 

I wish you would send to The Silver Publishing 
Society for a copy of James McConkey’s little book- 
let called “The God Planned - Life.” The address is 
1013 Bessemer Building, Pittsburgh. It is free, unless 
you wish to send some stamps for the mailing. You 
will enjoy it, as I have. 








That doesn’t take much room, time, or money 











A Home-Made Clipping File 


By Chester E. Shuler 














VERY Christian worker should possess some sort 

of efficient and dependable, but simple, clipping 
file. How often does one come upon a bit of choice 
poetry, an inspiring article on some vital subject, or 
other material which, if properly filed so that it can 
be located instantly, will some day fit into a talk, a 
Sunday-school lesson’s treatment, an article, or in 
some other way prove of much assistance. ; 

The average warker, however, cannot afford to 
purchase enough filing equipment of the office variety 
to meet his needs along this line; and even though 
the cost were not prohibitive, the bulkiness of such 
furniture makes it impractical for the average home. 
Yet some system is desirable, and the following is the 
gest I have found: 

Purchase, at any stationery story, an ordinary in- 
dexed letter file, of the box type. This consists of a 
box about fifteen inches square, one side of which 
opens to form a lid, and inside of which will be found 
sheets of heavy paper for the various letters of the 
alphabet. 

Next, assemble your clippings, and with a red 
pencil write on the margin of each some key word or 
title. For example, suppose you have a short article 
on the general subject of “Faith.” Pencil the word 
“Faith” in red across the heading or on the margin. 
If you have a poem dealing with “Mother,” treat this 
likewise, penciling “Mother” at some convenient place 
on it. In this way, go through your entire batch of 
clippings. 

Then take up all titles starting with “A.” Here 
we have, say, “Ascension,” “Activity of Christians,” 
“Appropriation,” and the like. Under “B,” perhaps 
we shall find “Backsliding,” “Beauty,” “Bible” (under 
Bible, we may have to make subdivisions, as, for instance, 
“Bible — Comfort of” or “Bible — Authenticity of,” 
and the like). 

Thus, go through the clippings, arranging them 
under each letter of the alphabet. 

Next, write on the index leaf labeled “A,” in alpha- 
betical order, the various topics beginning with “A” 








which you have decided upon. This accomplished, you 
are ready to slip all “A” clippings underneath the “A” 
index-sheet, and proceed to “B” clippings; thus, on 
through the entire lot. 

This starts your clipping file, and ends the tedious 
work. In the future, when you find a clipping about 
“Faith,” you have merely to write the title on it, and 
either drop it at once under the “F” index leaf, or 
place it at some special place until you have time to 
file another batch: of clippings. Should you find a 
subject that you did not treat during your initial 
filing work, simply jot it on the proper index leaf. 
Even though some of your “A” titles are not in alpha- 
betical order on the index leaf, it will make little 
difference, because it will require only a glance to 
run down the entire “A” list and the lack of alpha- 
betical sequence will really make little difference. 

This system is indeed a time saver, because it re- 
quires such a small amount of time to do the filing, 
and still produces the clipping when wanted. 

Should your clippings be extremely numerous and 
the number filed under “F” so great that it would 
take too much timé to hunt out all the “Faith” mate- 
rial, this can be overcome by securing some large, 
strong, and flat manila envelopes about eight by ten 
inches in size, labeling one “Faith” and placing all 
“Faith” clippings into such envelope at the time you 
file them. This need be done only in the case of 
those subjects on which you have accumulated a 
volume of material. In this way, when wanting to 
look over your “Faith” material, you have merely to 
open the index at “F,” remove the “Faith” envelope, 
and everything on that subject is before you. 

These index box files are of sufficient capacity to 
accommodate several years’ clippings for the average 
individual worker. They are compact, of convenient 
size to fit into a desk drawer, on a shelf, or in a book-. 
case, and, on the whole, well adapted to form a reli- 
able and helpful ally to the busy Christian who will 
soon find such an index indispensable in his work. 

HArrISBURG, PA, 
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LESSON 5. NOVEMBER 2. 


International Uniform Lesson.— Mark 8 : 27-29; Luke 22 : 31-34; John 18 : 25-27; 21 : 15-17 


Golden Text.— Now when they saw the boldness of Peter and John, and perceived that they were unlearned and ignorant men, they 
marvelled; and they took knowledge of them, that they had been with Jesus.—Acts 4: 13 


SIMON PETER. 


(From Weakness to Strength) 








KinG JAMES VERSION 


Mark 8:27 And Jesus went out, and 
his disciples, into the towns of Cesarea 
Philippi: and by the way he asked his dis- 
ciples, saying unto them, Whom do men 
say that | am? 

28 And they answered, John the Baptist: 
but some say, Elias; and others, One of 
the prophets. 

29 And he saith unto them, But whom 
say ye that 1 am? And Peter answereth 
and saith unto him, Thou art the Christ. 


Luke 22: 31 And the Lord said, Simon, 
Simon, behold, Satan hath desired to have 
you, that he may sift you as wheat: 

32 But I have prayed for thee, that thy 
faith fail not: and when thou art con- 
verted, strengthen thy brethren. 

33 And he said unto him, Lord, I am 
ready to go with thee, both into prison, 
and to death. 

34 And he said, I tell thee, Peter, the 
cock shall not crow this day, before that 


thou shalt thrice deny that thou knowest 
me. 


John 18: 25 And Simon Peter stood and 
warmed himself. They said therefore unto 


AMERICAN STANDARD VERSION 


Mark 8: 27 And Jesus went forth, and 
his disciples, into the villages of Czsarea 
Philippi: and on the way he asked his dis- 
ciples, saying unto them, Who do men say 
that lam? 28 And they told him, saying, 
John the Baptist; and others, Elijah; but 
others, One of the prophets, 29 And he 
asked them, But who say ye that I am? 
Peter answereth and saith unto him, Thou 
art the Christ. 

Luke 22:31 Simon, Simon, behold, 
Satan tasked to have you, that he might 
sift you as wheat: 32 but I made suppli- 
cation for thee, that thy faith fail not; 
and do thou, when once thou hast turned 
again, establish thy brethren. 33 And he 
said unto him, Lord, with thee I am ready 
to go both to prison and to death. 34 
And he said, I tell thee, Peter, the cock 
shall not crow this day, until thou shalt 
thrice deny that thou knowest me. 

John 18:25 Now Simon Peter was 
standing and warming himself. They said 
therefore unto him, Art thou also one of 
his disciples? He denied, and said, I 
am not. 26 One of the *servants of the 
high priest, being a kinsman of him whose 
ear Peter cut off, saith, Did not I see 


KinG JAMES VERSION 


him, Art not thou also one of his dis- 
ciples? He denied it, and said, I am not. 

26 One of the servants of the high 
priest, being his kinsman whose ear Peter 
cut off, saith, Did I not see thee in the 
garden with him? 

27 Peter then denied again; and imme- 
diately the cock crew. 


21:15 So when they had dined, Jesus 
saith to Simon Peter, Simon, son of Jonas, 
lovest thou me more than these? He saith 
unto him, Yea, Lord; thou knowest that I 
love thee. He saith unto him, Feed my 
lambs. 

16 He saith to him again the second 
time, Simon, son of Jonas, lovest thou 
me? He saith unto him, Yea, Lord; thou 
knowest that I love thee. He saith unto 
him, Feed my sheep. i : 

17 He saith unto him the third time, 
Simon, son of Jonas, lovest thou me? Peter 
was grieved because he said unto him the 
third time, Lovest thou me? And he said 
unto him, Lord, thou knowest all things; 
thou knowest that I love thee. Jesus saith 
unto him, Feed my sheep. 
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thee in the garden with him? 27 Peter 
therefore denied again: and straightway 
the cock crew. 

21:15 So when they had broken their 
fast, Jesus saith to Simon Peter, Simon, 
son of * John, .*lovest thou me more than 
these? He saith unto him, Yea, Lord; 
thou knowest that I * love thee. He saith 
unto him, Feed my lambs. 16 He saith 
to him again a second time, Simon, son 
of *John, *lovest thou me? He saith 
unto him, Yea, Lord; thou knowest that 
I ®love thee. He saith unto him, Tend 
my sheep. 17 He saith unto him the third 
time, Simon, son of ® John, *lovest thou 
me? Peter was grieved because he said 
unto him the third time, § Lovest thou me? 
And he said unto him, Lord, thou know- 
est all things; thou *knowest that I 
® love thee. Jesus saith unto him, Feed my 
sheep. 

2 Or, obtained you by asking. 
bondservants. * Gr., Joanes. See ch. 1: 
42, margin. * © Love in these places 
represents two different Greek words. 
* Or, perceivest. 


* Gr., 


merican Standard Version copyright, 1929, by International Council of Religious Education. 





The Lesson as a Whole 


By J. Russell Howden 


The Practical Aim 


To teach the children to rely 
themselves. 


The Historical Setting 


For the dates of Christ’s ministry see the notes 
to the Lesson for October 5. Of Peter’s life before 
his call to be a follower of the Lord Jesus we know 
nothing. Of his later life the probable outline may 
be thus given: 

A. D. 29-35.—Ministry at Jerusalem. Toward the 
close of this period, a visit to Samaria (Acts 8). 
A. D. 35-44.—Close of the ministry at Jerusalem. A 
missionary journey with protracted periods of 
residence in Lydda, Joppa, Syria, interspersed with 

frequent visits to Jerusalem (Acts 11:2; Gal. 1:18; 

Acts 12:3). 

A. D. 44-61.—Work in Syrian towns with Antioch 
as his center. There was at least one visit to Jeru- 
salem in 49 (Acts 15:7). 

A. D. 61-64.—Work at Rome interrupted probably by 
yet another visit to Jerusalem, Peter was martyred 
by crucifixion outside Rome shortly after the great 
fire in July 64 (cf. John 21:18, 19). 


Verse by Verse 


Mark 8: 27.—Jesus went out. The Lord and his 
disciples now set out in a northerly direction. They 
traveled some twenty-five or thirty miles along the 
eastern banks of the Jordan and beyond the waters 
of Merom seeking the deepest solitude among the 
mountains. The Saviour would be alone with his 
disciples in view of the important crisis which was 
at hand both for himself and for them. 

Into the towns. The Greek word means “an un- 
walled village.’ In those days a village must have 
been very tiny to remain without walls for defense. 
The English word “hamlet” would better convey the 
meaning of the original. 

Caesarea Philippi. This lay close to a reedy and 
marshy plain, close to Dan and on the extreme north 
of the boundaries. of ancient Israel. Its earliest known 
name was Baal-gad (Josh. 11:17), or Baal-hermon 
(Judges 3:3). It was then, however, a Phoenician 
er Canaanite sanctuary of Baal under the aspect of 
Gad, or good fortune. Later the town was known 
as Panium or Paneas. Near the town is a cavern, 
abrupt, deep, and full of still water. This was adopted 
by the Greeks of the Macedonian kingdom of Antioch 
as the nearest likeness which Syria afforded to the 
beautiful limestone grottoes which in their own coun- 
try were associated with the worship of the god Pan. 
This name of Paneas still survives in the modern 
name Banias. Herod the Great built here a splendid 
temple of white marble which he dedicated to Au- 
gustus Cesar. The town afterward became part of 
the territory of Herod Philip tetrarch of Trachonitis. 
He enlarged and embellished the town and bestowed 
upon it the name Czsarea Philippi partly after him- 
self and partly in honor of the Emperor Tiberius. 


on Christ, not on 
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Behind the modern village in front of a great natural 
cavern the Jordan bursts forth out of the earth. 

He asked his disciples. ‘Hitherto he is not recorded 
to have asked the disciples any question about him- 
self, He would seem to have avoided pressing them 
for any avowal of faith in his deity. They had com- 
panied with him now for about three years. They 
had been receiving impressions from him and con- 
cerning him daily and hourly. Now it was time that 
these impressions should crystallize into belief and 
avowal. 

Whom do men say that I am? He begins by recall- 
ing deliberately to them the decisions which have been 
arrived at by others. These decisions they know per- 
fectly well, for they doubtless had often discussed 
their Master with others. 


Verse 29.—But whom say ye that I am? The Lord 
Jesus does not stop to contradict or criticize the ex- 
planations which are offered by others. He swiftly 
challenges them as to whether these explanations sat- 
isfy themselves. 

And Peter answereth. Peter the ready spokesman 
for the rest of the apostles makes the memorable reply. 
Consider that these men were all Jews. They were 
all of them the better Jews because they had been 
so long with Christ. As Jews they were strict mono- 
theists. They had no room in their conception of the 
world for more than one God. And we may note 
that philosophy and science, both ancient and modern, 
alike go to reinforce this tenacious Jewish belief. Yet 
these men reared in Jewish abhorrence of idolatry and 





With Jesus 
By Amos R. Wells 


ETER was an unlearned man, a fisherman wac 

he; he knew the storms, he knew the shoals, of 
treacherous Galilee; he was a very homely man of 
very low degree. ‘But Peter had been with Jesus. 
This Peter was imperious, a man of little tact. 
With courtiers and sycophants he knew not how to 
act. He was a man of hardy deeds, the homespun 
truth, the fact. But Peter had been with Jesus. 
Now Peter was a blunderer, he made mistakes 
galore. His headstrong will, his stupid pride, his 
crudeness we deplore. He shows us many weak- 
nesses and shows them o’er and o’er. But Peter 
had been with Jesus. Yes, Peter had his happy 
ups and Peter had his downs. He knew the Saviour’s 
eulogies, he knew the Saviour’s frowns; and now 
he walks upon the wave and now he nearly drowns. 
But Peter haa been with Jesus. And Peter even 
dared to do the deed by all abhorred, for, last of 
all, that awful day, he thrice denied his Lord, and 
almost broke forevermore salvation’s blessed cord. 
But Peter had been with Jesus. And since the 
faulty fisherman with Jesus Christ had been, the 
Saviour’s prayers enabled him to overcome his sin, 
and still his withered husks preserved a core of life 
within, for Peter had been with Jesus. 











polytheism, led by Peter, ascribe nothing less than 
deity to the Lord Jesus. That was the sum total 
of the impression which he had made upon them. 
He was Jesus. His mother and brothers and sisters 
they knew. They had seen him hungry and weary 
as a man. Yet they were compelled to acknowledge 
that he was God. And this confession of Peter’s 
has inevitably become, as Christ said it should, the 
very foundation stone of the Christian creed and the 
Christian Church. 


Luke 22:31.—Simon, Simon. Our Lord seems to 
have had a habit of repeating a man’s name, or even 
a word, twice over at moments of special solemnity. 
Note, too, that here Christ uses Peter’s old name of 
Simon. This seems to have been intended as a warn- 
ing to the man that he was by no means rid of his 
old nature. It was still there and its peculiar weak- 
nesses would be the ground of special assault by temp- 
tation that night. . 

Satan hath desired. Literally, sought out, demanded 
you. The tense of the verb implies that Satan has 
obtained that which he sought. His demand had been 
granted. As to this, note (1) that Satan’s power is 
strictly limited, and (2) there is a moral necessity 
for God to allow the temptation to take place. 

Note that the “you” is plural. It refers not merely 
to Peter but to all the little band of disciples. All of 
them failed in some measure. But all were restored 
except Judas. It does not, however, follow that Judas 
was present at that moment. He had, as the narra- 
tive in John shows, already gone out. 


Verse 32.—I have prayed for thee. As Peter was 
addressed in verse 31 so he is addressed here. He is 
addressed as the representative of all the others. So 
the “thee” must not be understood as excluding the 
others (cf. John 17:9). Die 

Thy faith fail not. “Fail” is a compound word 
and implies the total extinction of faith. It must not 
be supposed that our Lord’s prayer was not heard 
because Peter’s faith did fail in his denial. In spite 
of that the disciple was delivered from the total wreck 
of his faith such as overtook Judas. ¢ 

When thou art converted. Literally, “When thou 
hast turned.” The participle is in the active voice. 
The word is used here in the general New Testament 
sense of returning as a penitent to God. Our English 
Bible uses the word “convert” and its variations in 
a sense different from that in which evangelical Chris- 
tians commonly use it. The evangelical meaning of 
conversion is equivalent to regeneration. The Biblical 
meaning is not. If we keep this distinction in mind 
we shall be saved from much confusion of thought. 

Strengthen thy brethren. This is according to the 
principle laid down in Galatians 6:1. It is remarkable 
that Peter uses this very Greek word and its cognate 
noun three times over and especially in connection with 
temptation (1 Pet. 5:10; 2 Pet. 1:12; 3:17). 

Verse 33.—Lord, I am ready. Peter’s own impul- 
siveness and self-reliance speaks here. 

John 18:25.—He denied. Such a lie as this is 
clearly to be distinguished from the making of a lie 
referred to in Revelation 22:15, or the “all liars” of 
Revelation 21:8. It is difficult for us to make the 
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distinction without seeming, perhaps, to condone sin. 
Yet I think we may venture to say that in Peter’s 
case you have an unwilling lie of which he soon bit- 
terly repented, while the references in Revelation pre- 
suppose a deliberately pursued policy. 


Chapter 21:15.—Dined. We should say “break- 
fasted.” 

Lovest. The foundation of the apostolic office is 
laid in love and not in belief. Yet love in its true 
form includes faith (cf. 1 Cor. 13:13). 

More than these? Probably the meaning is “more 
than these thy fellow disciples.’ The reference is 
probably to Peter’s own words (13:37; Matt. 26: 33) 
in which he had claimed for himself the possession of 
supreme devotion. 

Yea, Lord. Peter affirms his personal attachment 
to the Lord, appealing to Christ’s own knowledge of 
him. But his profession differs in two important points 
from the question proposed. He does not assume any 
superiority . er the rest. And he lays claim only to 
the feeling of natural emotional love. ‘He is sure 
of what he feels, but he has learned that he cannot 
be sure of! his own steadfastness and will and pur- 
pose. 

Feed my lambs. The word in this verse is literally 
“feed, provide with food.” In verse 16 it is a different 
one. “Tend, shepherd my sheep.” 

Verse 16.—Lovest thou me? The Lord now leaves 
out the idea of comparison with others. 

Verse 17.—The third time, . . . lovest thou me? 
Now the form of the question is changed. The Lord 
himself takes up and uses Peter’s own word. Now 
the idea of the loftiest. love is given up. It is as if 
Christ would test the truth of the feeling which Peter 
claimed. 

Peter was grieved. Because the question was not 
only put once again, but put so as to raise a doubt 
whether he could even claim that modified love which 
he had professed. His grief lay in the deep sense 
that such a doubt might well be suggested by the past. 
Men might reasonably distrust his profession. of sin- 
cerity after his fall. 

Lord, thou knowest all things; thou knowest that I 
love thee. More literally, “Thou seest that I love 
thee.” Peter no longer relies upon his own self-con- 
sciousness of his inner state but casts himself wholly 
upon his Lord’s unerring knowledge of him. 


‘A Lesson Outline 
1. The call of Peter — “Follow me” (Matt. 4:19). 
2. Christ’s challenge to Peter — “Whom say ye that 
I am?” (Mark 8: 29.) — 
3. Christ’s care of Peter — “I have prayed for thee” 
(Luke 22:\32). 
4. Christ’s commission to Peter — “Feed my sheep” 
(John 21: 16). 


Golden Topics 


1. The call of Peter. Distinguish three of these: 
(1) John 1:41; (2) Matthew 4:18; Mark 1:16, 17; 
(3) Luke 5:10. The three occasions are clearly dis- 
tinct. The second and third are sometimes confused 
with one another, but an examination of the narratives 
will reveal many points ,of difference. 

2. The moment of the new. birth. It is impossible 
to say just when this took place in the case of Peter. 
He was certainly an example of gradual conversion. 
There must have been an instant when he passed from 
death to life, but we do not know it and perhaps he 
himself did not either. In this he is a great contrast 
to Paul. Paul’s conversion was sudden and dramatic. 
And these two men are both typical. Christians’ may 
conform to either type in their experience of the new 
birth. Probably with children, especially those who 
come from Christian homes, Peter’s type may be more 
common than Paul’s. The wise Sunday-school teacher 
must be alert to recognize both. 


3. Trust and distrust. It is scarcely too much to 
say that a man’s distrust of himself will be in pro- 
portion to his trust in the Lord. Peter began by being 
sure of himself. He was the person who did every- 
thing. He could put all the rest of the world right 
including even his Lord. He ended by being sure of 
nothing except Christ. Then he arrived at the place 
where he could be blessed and made a blessing. He 
really was a man with gifts of promptness and lead- 
ership. He came to the front among the disciples 
just because of what he was. He was in many ways 
a mighty man. When the Lord Jesus had done with 
him he was a no mighty (Isa. 40:29). Which are 
we—mighty or no mighty? Peter’s spiritual his- 
tory is not so much that of a weak man becoming 
strong as it is that of a strong man becoming weak in 
order that he may come to be endued with a strength 
more than human. 


4. The possibility of failure. It was latent in Peter 
all along. Circumstances brought the latent weakness 
to the surface. There was a bad railway wreck in 
England some years ago at Witham in Essex. When 
the engineers examined the wreck they discovered 
that there was a flaw in one of the coach axles. The 
axle had run for many hundreds of miles.. It had been 
regularly examined. Yet the flaw was so latent that 
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it was never found out till one night a sudden jar, 
some combination of circumstances, tried it out. Our 
lives may be like that (cf. 1 Cor. 10:12). 


5. Christ’s love cannot be turned aside by our sin. 
He restored Peter. He will restore us if we fail, 
Restoration for Peter was humbling and painful. So 
will it be for us. 
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Questions for Teacher and Class 


The method of providing these questions is an unusual 
one, and accounts for their variety, stimulus, and search- 
ing character. They are written by several members of 
The Sunday School Times staff,— Mr. Howden, Professor 
Ellis, Mrs. Hatton, Mrs. Askew, Mr. Smith, and an 
Associate Editor of the Times, Mr. Lane. Have you 
tried assigning some of the questions to different mem- 
bers of your class, letting them see whether they can 
discover the answers as given in the following issue? 


OW is Peter introduced in each of the Gospels? 

2. What is remarkable, in each of these glimpses 
of Peter, in the light of his character and conduct there- 
after? 

3. What does this indicate about Peter contrary to the 
usual conception of him? 

4. Why are folks usually interested in Peter? 

5. Is it usually an interest complimentary to them- 
selves? What is the nature of this interest? 

6. Concerning momentous questions, what great ques- 
tion did Pilate ask Christ? 

7. What two great questions did Saul of Tarsus ask 
of the Lord Jesus Christ? 

8. What question proved a sore stumbling-block to 
Peter ? 

9. Show the two extremes in which Peter sank lowest 
and rose highest with his tongue. 

10. Cite a very pertinent utterance of James on this 
subject. 

11. What miracle is indicated in our Golden Text for 
this week ? 

12. When did Peter first give evidence of this 
man in Christ Jesus’? 

13. Can you suggest the most important practical les- 
son Peter’s life has for us? (Personal.) 

14. What is suggestive in the last meeting with Peter 
by the lakeside of his first meeting there with the Lord? 


“ 


new 





Answers to Last Week’s Questions 


The answers to the lesson questions of the preceding 
week are given on one of the later pages of this issue. 


ve 
The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


The Little White Spot.—Peter answereth ... 
Thou art the Christ (Mark 8:29). If Peter had 
been one of our modern intelligentsia (the sort you 
fellows call a “highbrow”) he might have rung in 
Socrates, Plato, Aristotle, or some other Emerson, 
Nietzsche, or Elbert Hubbard of that day. A lot 
of ministers of our own time, instead of trying to build 
up the church upon Peter’s confession, are using fine 
essays of literary polish and perfection, and are look- 
ing down upon sparsely settled pews and getting 
nowhere with a limping membership (1 Cor. 9:16; 
Jer. 20:9). In Philadelphia there is an old church 
at Eighteenth and Arch Streets, right in the “board- 
ing house section” and “church tramp neighborhood.” 
The church was “run down” because the members 
ha’ “moved to the suburbs.” Then the church called 
a young minister whose name is Macartney (now in 
Pittsburgh) —a man who believes the Bible is all 
trie and so preaches it. All the city sat up and took 
notice, and how that lovely old church did hum! 








Lesson Calendar 


The complete list of International Uniform Lessons for 
the year may from The Sunday School Times 
Company, 323-327 North Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia, 
at 10 cents a copy, or $1 a dozen. 
4. October 26.—World’s Temperance Sunday. (Spiritual 
Weapons in a World War.) .......... Galatians 5 : 13-26 
5. November 2.—Simon Peter. (From Weakness to 
Strength.) 
Mark 8 : 27-29; Luke 22 : 31-34; John 18 : 25-27; 21 : 15-17 
6. November 9.—Thomas. (The Honest Doubter.) 
John 11 214-16; 14:5-8; 20: 24-29; 21:1, 2 
7. November 16.—The Believing Centurion. (A Gentile 
whose Faith Jesus Commended.) ..... Matthew 8: 5-13 
8 November 23—The Rich Young Ruler. (Refusing 
a Life of Sacrificial Service.) ......... Mark 10: 17-27 
9. November 30.—Zacchzus the Publican. (A Business 
BEGD CONVERTED coscics cs se kbsecscccaccccess Luke 19: 1-10 
10. December 7.—Stephen. (An Early Interpreter of 
CTIBCAMINOD.)  Viccccavcceccececchessess Acts 6:1 to 7:60 
11. December 14.—Saul of Tarsus. (How a Pharisee be- 


ro a er Acts 22: 3-15 
12. December 21.—Timothy. (The Influence of Home 
Training.) 
- Acts 16: 1-3; Philippians 2: 19-22; 2 Timothy 1 : 1-6; 3 : 14-16 
Or, 
‘Christmas Lesson .......ssccccsccoccccccceccecsees Luke 2: 1-20 


13. December 28.—Review. 
Living.) 


(The Pattern of Christian 





~* 603 


It became one of the “go-early-if-you-want-a-seat” 
churches. If anyone will take the trouble to inves- 
tigate he will find that those churches which stand 
out and say in no uncertain terms with Peter, “Thou 
art the Christ,” are the ones to which the people, 
soft boiled and hard boiled, like to go. I expect they 
are like Yours Truly in my unregenerate days. When 
I go underground I like to see that little white dot 
away off yonder. That is the way out. I used to 
go to church on account of the girls, but I liked to 
hear old Dr. Roberts preach about the way out, even 
though 1 had no notion just then of “going out.” 
Yes, and one glorious day—or rather night—I got 
my eye on that little white spot of light—and, oh, 
well, here I am! And have been for nearly a quar- 
ter century. 


“Rough Necks.”—Satan hath desired to have you, 
that he may sift you as wheat: but I have prayed 
for thee (Luke 22:31, 32.) In the American Maga- 
sine for August, 1928 (files of this biographical pe- 
riodical are preserved in all first-class libraries), 
Albert Payson Terhune has a fine article titled “A 
Rough Neck’s Religion.” It is intended to show that 
there is likely to be more religion, the real thing, 
among the rag-tag-and-bob-tail down town than 
among the high-hat-and-lima-bean Up Town. More 
on back street than on Main Street. He begins by 
referring to a great prize fight in New York attended 
by the hundreds of “rough-necks” that are attracted 
to such an event. At this fight the most complete 
specimen of the genus rough-neck stepped out on the 
ring platform and said in a raucous voice: “ ‘La-a- 
adees and Gent-ull-muns, I don’t know what you folk 
believe in or what you don’t believe in; and I don’t 
care. But Slim Lindbergh is up in the air, and some 
place between here and Paris. I know all of you 
are rootin’ for him to win through safe. So I am 
asking you to help him the only way you can. I am 
asking you to stand up for one minute of silent prayer 
for him. There was no instant hesitation. There 
was no snickering or repartee from a crowd whose 
specialty was snicker and repartee.” Get the article 
and read it. Now Jesus loved the rough-neck. That 
was what Jerusalem Terrace had most against him. 
He chose three of them for intimates. The hard- 
swearing and lying Peter, the blood-thirsty James and 
John (Matt. 26:74; Luke 9:54). But Satan cannot 
hold the rough-neck when Jesus prays for him. Now 
you know why we laugh when the professor goes into 
eruption. The intelligentsia have always been like 
that — you know what I mean and I don’t mean you! 
Have you noticed that the intelligentsia who have no 
use for Jesus have never done much for the comfort 
and advancement of the world? Gutenberg was a 
printer, Columbus a sailor, Watt a mechanic, Stephen- 
son (locomotive) a smith, Fulton a millwright, Edi- 
son a telegraph operator. And so on. And so on 
to the page full, pretty much all “rough-necks,” and 
not among the “literary” of their day. 
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Teaching by Objects 
By Ethel S. Low 





Materiacs: A lump of modeling clay, and a 
stone that looks like it. 











VERY one of you children knows what this is. 
Most of you have played with it in kindergarten 
or at home. 

Clay. Yes. What did you do with it? Let’s see. 
You made animals and fruits, and all sorts of things. 
And it was lovely to play with, wasn’t it? Because 
you could mold it any way you wished. You could 
change your mind, and change the clay almost as 
quickly. 

But do you think it would be a good material for 
making statues, the Lincoln monument at Springfield, 
for instance? You do not. Why not? 

Isn’t that clay just like some people? No stability; 
change their minds and morals with the least pressure 
brought to bear on them. I think Peter must have 
been that kind of person. You remember how he 
boasted to the Lord that he would stand by him even 
if all men were offended in him, and just a few hours 
later, two maid servants and the men who stood by 
so upset Peter that he denied his Lord, even with ’ 
cursing and swearing. Poor clay Peter! 

But once again we see Peter standing up and fear- 
lessly preaching a sermon, with three thousand con- 
verts. And Peter went up and down testifying to 
the power of the Lord Jesus Christ, through trial and 
persecution, until he sealed his testimony with his 
blood, loving not his life. . 

What had happened to Peter? What could have 


changed undependable, impetuous, wavering Peter into’ 
Peter, the little stone? 
Peter had been at Pentecost, and the Holy Spirit 
had filled him so that now he had power and courage. 
On which side of Pentecost are you living? 


Mount Hermon, CAL. 
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The Illustration Round-Table 


LL readers are invited to send illustra- 

tions for this department; one dollar is 

paid for each illustration accepted, and 
two dollars for the best one each week. 
But readers are urged not to send anything 
without first securing and reading carefully 
a leaflet explaining the conditions of ‘this 
department. The full list of lessons for 
the year, with this leaflet, will be sent for 
ten cents in stamps. Failure to note the 
conditions means that good illustrations are 
constantly having to be rejected by the edi- 
tors, which might otherwise be available. 

Illustrations must reach The Sunday School 
Times three full months in advance of the 
date of the lesson. 

Preference will be given to illustrations on 
that portion of the lesson text indicated in 
the lesson list after the word “Print.” 

Illustrations on other verses than the 
Golden Text are specially desired, though 
some on the Golden Text are also needed. 


Text and Sermon.—But whom say ye 
that I am? (Mark 8:29.) In the World 
War a chaplain was ready to preach to 
a regiment just back from the front 
trenches. As they drew up in the field 
under the open sky which was the church 
for that day, rain began to fall on the 
weary men. The chaplain stepped for- 
ward to preach. “My text,” he began, 
“is: ‘What think ye of Christ?’” He 
paused. “My sermon,” he continued, “‘is: 
‘What think ye of Christ?’ The parade 
is dismissed.”—From Henry and Ter- 
tins Van Dyke in the Syracuse Post- 
Standard. Sent by W. J. Hart, D.D., 
Utica, N. Y. 

What Held Her Faith.—That thy faith 
fail not (Luke 22:32). “How did you 
feel, Auntie, while the horses were run- 
ning down the hill?” “I trusted to Prov- 
idence till the breeching gave way; then 
I shut my eyes and gave up for lost.” 
The good woman in question was not the 
only Christian whose faith held only by 
a strap—From Dr. T. L. Cuyler. Sent 
by J. A. Clark, Hempsteads, Bacup, Eng. 


Ashamed, and Not Ashamed.—He de- 
nied it (John 18:25). A young convert 
tried to preach in the open air. He could 
not preach very well, but he did the best 
he could. Some one interrupted him 
and said: “Young man, you cannot 
preach; you ought to be ashamed of your- 
self!” Said the young man: “So I am, 
but I am not ashamed of my Lord.” 
That is right. Do not be ashamed of 
* Christ — of him who bought us with his 
own blood.—From The Christian Herald 
(London), Sent by J. A. Raiser, Bu- 
cyrus, Ohio; and J, E. Williamson, Leigh, 
Lancashire, Eng. 

An Indian’s Decision.—Now when 
they saw the boldness of Peter and John, 
and perceived that they were unlearned 
and ignorant men, they marvelled; and 
they took knowledge of them, that they 
had been with Jesus (Golden (Text). 
Once an Indian lived alone, hunting and 
trapping in the Selkirk Mountains. His 
family had all been killed by the white 
men, and he grew up a wild man. Later 
another trapper, a white man, came to the 
mountains to live. He was kind and 
patient, and gradually the wild boy came 
to trust and love him, and slowly entered 
into the love of Jesus, as the white man 
taught him. After many months, one 
moonlit night on top of a noble peak, the 
young Indian dressed himself in all his 
heathen finery, took his friend’s hand, 
kneeled and prayed silently. Then he 
arose and made his confession, suiting 
the action to the word: “Indian lay down 
blanket, Indian lay down pipe, Indian lay 
down tomahawk, INDIAN LAY DOWN 
INDIAN.” What Christ wants and what 
Peter gave was not a modification of his 
own life of sin, but he walked with him 
in newness of life. Peter laid down 
Peter!—From The Christian Herald. 
Sent by Julia Moore Evans, Desdemona, 
Texas. 


Uncle Johnnie’s Boldness.—Now when 
they saw the boldness of Peter and John, 
... they marvelled (Golden Text). Uncle 
John Vassar was a man without any 
great ability or education, but a man 
who, like Peter and John, was inspired 
by a holy boldness. He went to the 
front in the Civil War, constantly pray- 
ing and holding meetings with the sol- 
diers. On one occasion he was captured 
by the Southern troops and brought be- 
fore the famous cavalry general Stuart. 
When the general asked him who he was, 
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he replied, “I am John Vassar the 
agent of the American Tract Society and 
the servant of the Lord Jesus Christ.” 
“Oh, yes,” said General Stuart, “I know 
that good old society and we need have 
no fear of one of its agents.” “But, 
General,” continued Uncle John, “do you 
know and love the Lord Jesus?” At this 
point one of the soldiers, who was guard- 
ing him, said, “I think, General, we had 
better send this man back across the 
lines, for, if we do not, we shall have a 
prayer-meeting from here to Richmond.” 
—From “The King’s Stewards,” by L, 
A, Banks. Sent by William Strohmeier, 
Bethlehem, Pa. 


Resident.—They had been with Jesus 
(Golden Text). Near the royal resi- 
dence at Osborne, in the Isle of Wight, 
were some almshouses. While visiting 
an old lady in one of these, a gentleman 
asked her, “Does Queen Victoria ever 
visit you here?” “Oh, yes,” was the an- 
swer, “Her Majesty comes to see me.” 
“And does the King of kings visit you 
here?” asked the visitor. ‘No, sir,” said 
the old lady. “He doesn’t visit, He lives 
here.”—From The Christian Herald. Sent 
by J. A. Clark, Hempsteads, Bacaup, Eng. 
Prize illustration. 


we 
This Week’s Teaching Frinciple 
By Charles Calvert Ellis, Ph.D., D.D. 


President and Prof of Education 
at Juniata College 








Tue Law or ATTENTION.—Atten- 
tion is secured and held only 
through some interest immediate or 
derived. 











T IS a matter of common remark that 

Peter is a character that interests us 
because he is so human. It is true that 
Peter is very human in his frailties, and 
it is to be feared that sometimes it is 
these that are in the mind of the one 
who makes the remark as a sort of excuse 
for similar frailties. It would be more 
significant for character if we were to 
dwell more in our thinking of Peter upon 
what he became when the full tide of 
the ‘Holy Spirit swept through his life, 
for the marvelous transformation of 
those later days is no less compelling 
of attention than the all too human fail- 
ings of the days when he first heard the 
call of the Master beside the lake. He 
became truly a rock man, but earlier he 





was as one swayed by every impulse 
which took momentary control. Yielded 
to the revelation from the Father he con- 
fesses Jesus as Christ, but almost imme- 
diately he allows the suggestion of the 
adversary to dominate him through the 
strength of his human affection perhaps, 
and though he could acknowledge the 
deity of our Lord he could not. but 
forecast the age-long offense of the cross. 
He promised to go to death with the 
Lord, and he made a spasmodic effort to 
defend him, but like the rest in the panic 
of the moment he fled. He ventured to 
return to be near the One he loved, and 
yet taken off his guard he denies him and 
goes out to the night and bitter tears. 

The resurrection morning sends him 
racing to the open tomb, and the message 
of the risen Lord, tenderly solicitous of 
his impulsive disciple, brings him to the 
old scenes by Galilee and to the final 
lakeside call “Follow me,” which holds 
him to the end. Is it that we know more 
of him, or that we know him better, or 
that we find him more akin to ourselves, 
that we linger with the record of his 
up-and-down life as with few others? 
Or is it that here we do find the best 
example among the twelve of the trans- 
formation wrought by companionship with 
the Lord? 


Huntinopon, Pa, 


ve 
From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 
A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our Father, 
we do thank thee that thou dost give strength 


for weakness, and loyalty in place of un- 
faithfulness. We thank thee for the apos- 


| tle Peter, and for the lessons that come 


to us from his life. We confess that we 
have been like him in our weakness. We 
pray thee that we may indeed be like him 
when in the after days of his apostleship he 
spoke boldly and lived bravely for thee. May 
we not become discouraged by any defi- 
ciencies in our own life, or any of the ways 
in which we have displeased thee. But may 
we realize that we have a living Lord who 
is interceding for us, and by whose strength 
and watchful care we are enabled to live in 
loyal following of him. We ask this in the 
name of our Lord Jesus. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—If you had been 
one of the Lord’s disciples when he was 
upon the earth, and had been with him 
for some time, and then had told some 
one else that you didn’t even know him, 
how would you feel afterward? You 
might have supposed you were going to 
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stand by him, but when the test came 
you didn’t do it! What a terrible let- 
down there would be in your heart after- 
ward when you began to realize just what 
you had done! Now the Lord Jesus knew 
what Peter was goimg to do, although 
Peter did not know it himself, and the 
Lord knew just what Peter would need 
after that denial. Do you remember 
what it was that the Lord prayed for in 
behalf of Peter? Yes, that his faith 
would not fail. Well, did it fail? No 
indeed, and after he had turned back to 
the Lord again, what a wonderful work 
he did to the end of his days in strength- 
ening his brethren. Who can tell me 
what makes the difference between 
strength and weakening in us? Yes,-the 
presence of the Lord in our lives. Alone 
we are so weak; with him so full of 
courage to do his will. Isn’t it strange 
that some of us decide to go along life’s 
pathway with so many weaknesses when 
if we would walk with him we could 
have such strength? Are any of us in 
this room denying the Lord today? Let 
us stay in that dreadful position no 
longer. Let us commit ourselves to him 
in this very hour. Let us pray. 





wwith, CHRIST TRONc 
TRUST HIM! 
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Lesson Hymns 
“My Grace is Sufficient.” 
“Ye Must Be Born Again.” 
“His Grace Is Sufficient for Me!” 
“Moment by Moment.” 
“Standing on the Promises.” 
“Grace, Emough for Me.” 


‘For Primary Teachers 
By Mrs. Eleanor B. Hatton 


EAD Mark 1: 16-18; 8: 27-29; Luke 

22: 28-34; John 1: 40-42; 21: 15- 
19. From these passages you can get 
a fairly well connected story of Simon 
Peter’s life for your class. Help the 
class to know him as a very real human 
being, and above all else show what the 
Lord Jesus did for him. 

Among the fishermen on the Sea of 
Galilee were two brothers, Andrew and 
Simon, soss of a man named John. They 
were rugged, strong men, used to rough 
weather and hard work. We believe 
the two brothers studied the Bible, and 
knew the great promises about a coming 
Saviour. And one day Andrew saw John 
the Baptist point to the Lord Jesus, and 
say: “Behold the Lamb of God!” An- 
drew believed at once, and followed the 
Lord. He was so happy to know that 
the long-promised Saviour had come that 
he wanted Simon to know the good news, 
too. So he found his brother, and 
brought him to the Saviour. The Lord 
Jesus looked at Simon, and saw just the 
sort of man he was. He saw, too, the 
man he could make out of the rough, 
unsteady fisherman. So he promised 
Simon a new name, meaning “Rock.” 

A while after this the two brothers 
were on the shore of the Sea of Galilee 
fishing with a net, and the Lord Jesus 
walked by them and said, “Come ye after 
me, and I will make you to become 
fishers of men.” Right away they left 
their nets, and followed him, calling him 
“Master.” They saw him heal the sick, 
give sight to the blind, raise the dead, 
cast out demons. One day when he 
hushed the winds and quieted the sea, 
Simon fell at his feet, and said, “I am 
a sinful man, O Lord.” 

The Lord wanted to be sure his dis- 
ciples knew that he was the world’s Sav- 
iour, so after asking them who peeple 
said he was, he asked, “Whom say ye 
that I am?” Simon answered at once, 
“Thou art the Christ.” The Lord was 
glad his disciple believed on him. But 
he knew that Simon did not know how 
he was going to save the world, so he 
began to tell them about his death on 
the cross. 

Then one day just before he was cru- 
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Lesson for November 2 


cified, he told his disciples that they had 
been with him through all of the trials 
of his life, and that when he received 


_his kingdom he would give them thrones, 


too. And the Lord told Simon that Satan 
had asked to be allowed to sift him as 
wheat, but added, “I have prayed for 
thee, that thy faith fail not.” Simon did 
not think anything could shake his faith 
in the Lord whom he loved, and he said: 
“I am ready to go with thee, both into 
prison, and to death.” The Master told 
him that he would three times deny that 
he even knew his Lord. But Simon said 
that if all the other disciples should deny 
the Lord he would not. Let the chil- 
dren tell you what Peter really did, then 
ask them if they ever heard a little fel- 
low boast that he would, not do a certain 
thing, and then fail. Try to help them 
see the danger of boasting of their 
strength, and to know how sweet it is 
to trust in a Saviour who is even now 
praying for us because he knows how 
weak we are, and how strong Satan is. 

The Lord did n-: give Simon up, and 
say it was no use trying to make a rock 
out of such a weak, boastful sort of 
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By Wade C. Smith 
Author of “ The Little Jetts Telling Bibie Stories” 
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fellow. Even when Simon was denying 
him, the Lord turned and looked at his 
disciple with the same hope and love 
that were in his eyes when he first prom- 
ised, “Thou shalt be called Peter.” 

Help the class to see the little group 
of hungry, disappointed disciples by the 
Sea of Galilee where they had fished 
all night and caught nothing. The Mas- 
ter stood on the shore in the morning. 
He first told them where to find fish, 
then called the tired, hungry men to a 
warm lunch that he had waiting for 
them. After dinner as-they were all sit- 
ting together he said, “Simon, son of 
Jonas, lovest thou me m 2 than these?” 
The Lord repeated the question as many 
times as Simon had denied him. Ask 
how many times that was. Peter was 
grieved, and he did not boast this time. 
But he said, “Lord, thou knowest that I 
love thee.” The Lord told his strong, 
humbled disciple to feed his lambs and 
tend his sheep. He promised, too, that 
one day Peter would die for the Lord 
he loved. 

We know that. Peter could say with 
David, “Thou, Lord, art good, and ready 
to forgive” (Psa. 86: 5a). 

Curnton, S. C, 


Your Class of Girls 
By Mrs. S. H. Askew 


How the Lesson Is Taught This Week 
God Making a Weak Man Strong 

(1) Simon before he met Christ. 

(2) Peter, the disciple of Christ. 


(3) Simon Peter, the apostle, after Pen- 
tecost. ; 


ACK to our old theme — the study of 

God behind and through the life un- 
der discussion— we come with this les- 
son, and a finer, clearer illustration of 
that theme we have not yet had; for it 
is easy to trace God’s dealings with this 
man whom he so radically changed, yet 
left so like himself. Is it not a- little 
foreglimpse of the changes Heaven will 
make in us, strengthening, enriching, 
beautifying, glorifying our old selves, yet 
never doing such violence to the person- 
ality as to let us lose one another as we 
have known and loved each other? God 
sometimes moves in clearly traceable 
ways his worders to perform in us, as 
well as often in those “mysterious” ones 
attributed to him. 


(1), We must judge the man Simon 
as he was before he met Christ, by the 
constantly recurring traits we see in ac- 
tion after he comes into the story of our 
Lord’s life on earth. Also we must see 
him through the Lord Jesus’ searching 
eye, as he revealed to Simon what he 
actually was, from time to time. Upon 
his first meeting Christ promised to turn 
his weakness inte strength (John 1: 40- 
42). His impulsive, short-sighted, though 
loving remonstrances with his Master, 
whose wisdom he dared question, the 
Lord had to rebuke sharply (Matt. 16: 
21-23). His boasted devotion and cour- 
age at the crisis-hour of his Master’s 
life Christ recognized as the old weak- 
ness again cropping out, and that time 
he rebuked very gently, with the promise 
of a prayer in Simon Peter’s behalf 
(Luke 22: 31-34). And so we have a 
sort of profile of the natural Simon, with 
whom the Lord Jesus had to deal — weak, 
boastful, impulsive, at heart cowardly in 
a moral crisis, not to be relied on in 
emergencies. 


(2) But we see changes emerging as 
Christ keeps Peter close to himself 
through those years of his busy ministry. 
From the day his brother Andrew intro- 
duced Simon to Jesus we find him al- 
ways “in the picture’ with our Lord — 
he felt his matchless power, his love 
was responding, his loyalty was grow- 
ing, he could not keep away from this 
new Master. He was the readiest of 
them all to perceive and declare the 
truth concerning that Master (Matt. 14: 
22-32; 16: 13-20), he was evidently one 
of the busiest of them all for that Mas- 
ter (John 21:10, 11, for instance), he 
was bitterly grieved at his Master’s cruel 
persecutions (Luke 22: 31-34; John 18: 








10), and was most forlorn without his 
a" after the resurrection (John a1: 
I-7). 

(3) But it is in the record of the Acts 
of the apostles, and in his own letters, 
long after the ascension of that beloved 
Master, that we see what God did with 
this complex and shifting nature; for it 
was only after the infilling of the Holy 
Spirit at Pentecost -iat “the rock” Christ 
had promised to make Simon began to 
“stand under” in all the crises of the 
new faith, Now we find Simon Peter 
truly brave, not just boastful; truly lov- 
ing, not just impulsive; serving in the 
hard places, not just in the conspicuous 
ones; speaking of and for his Lord, not 
of and for himself. 

To gather the details of this part of 
the change calls for a full reading of 
three books in the New Testament (Acts 
and 1 and 2 Peter) at least, but the secret 
of it all is revealed in the Golden Text 
for this 'esson. Such “boldness” in this 
man could have come only through being 
“with Jesus” — with him wholly, in heart, 
mind, soul, and strength—as Peter was 
from that early morning hour on the sea- 
shore when he quietly confessed his 
whole-hearted love for iis Lord (John 


21: 15-19). 
Home Study 
Memorize this week as much of the 
twenty-first chapter of John as you can, 
certainly verses 15-19.. Here is the deep 
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Pageants for Christmas 


Dramatic Presentations of the Christmas Story 
Beautiful and impressive ; Can be produced effectivel 
with simple means ; Adaptable to both large and small 
churches; In harmony with the Scriptures; Awaken 
new interest; Promote atmosphere of reverence and 
devotion, 

Tue Inn at Betuienem, by Wil- 
liam Thomson Hanzsche, music 
by Lyman R. Bayard. New this 
season. 35c each. 

Tue Heaven.ry Host, by Lyman 
R. pases Especially good when 
desirable to utilize large number 

of girls. 50c each. 


WHEN THE Star Suongs, by Ly- 
man R. Bayard. Powerful pre- 
sentation of Christmas story. 

each. : 

Tue CuiLp or Propuecy, by Ed- 
win R. and E. Ruth Bartlett. 
Music by Lyman R. Bayard. Ful- 
fillment of prophecies of a Re- 
deemer. 35c¢ each. 


A Cur stMmAs Revott, by Marjory 

. MacCreary. One-act, bright, 
whimsical, 4 boys, 4 girls. 18c each. 

Tne STREET oF Hearts,by Dorothy M. Davis, music 
by Lyman R. Bayard. A real gem, original, de- 
lightful, worth-while. 15¢ each. 

HANKSGIVING, by Lyman R. Bayard. A service in 
which the audience participates, 30c each ; leaflets, 
3c each ; $2.50 per 100 

MANY of our customers use our pageants year after 
year, changing to other titles for special occasions 
sproughout the year. 

WRITE for rst giving DESCRIPTIONS and QUANTITY 
PRICES. SAMPLE copies at above rates. Price re- 
funded less 10c, if sample returned in salable con- 
dition within 10 days. 


PAGEANT PUBLISHERS, 1228 S. Flower St. 
Dept. C-7. Los Angeles, Calif. 








BAPTIST PASTOR, long serving present church. 
Preaching and teaching in hearty accord with all 
that THE SuNDAY ScHOOL Timss stands for. Desires 
pastorate in town, city or suburb Best of references. Ad- 
dress Pastor-Teacher, 16 W. sthSt., Jamestown, N.Y 





meditations. 


discouraged souls. 
For Ever 


NST BERGE 2: 


1 


Home — In private 
reading or devotion and in family 


Cloth Bound. 876 pages. $1.50 Postpaid. Order your COPIES Today. 


THE BIBLE INSTITUTE COLPORTAGE ASSOCIATION 
Dept. T, 843 North Wells Street, Chicago 


A new glimpse of God’s love is revealed on every page of 


“Streams in the Desert” 


By Mrs. Chas. E. Cowman 


A strong, inspiring and deeply spiritual compilation of daily readings and 
ch selection flashes Divine truth and comfort into the dark- 
ness of doubt or distress and reveals a clearer vision of God's loving care. 


An All-Occasion Gift— Also 
suitable for bereaved, suffering or 


worship this book is a benediction 
and an inspiration. ““—has been a 
great blessing. I wish it were in 
every Christian home.” —An active 
minister. 





“I prefer American Bible 
Society bonds before 


Words of Praise so Seca 


kK Ord Plant, ‘hat “My wife > 


distributes the 


that our gift will ulti- 
mately aid a great mission- 
ary agency. We like your 
promptness in remittance.’’ 





} 
“The satisfaction that I 
can help to aid the Gospel 
Word of God | 222% 








| Sea 


be 





{ 


will continue perhaps long 
after I have gone gives me 
pleasure.’’ 


$ 


“One attractive feature of 
your annuity bond agree- 
ment is that it pays a good 
substantial income to the 
nnuitant as long as he 
lives; and pays it 
promptly,” 
+ 


“The thing most gratifying 
to me is the knowledge 
that after I am gone my 


money will still be at 








work. at is, it means 
goemonsety of Gospel 
Seer? roclamation.”’ 
cael + 
-_ - 


Sst 
Mf 





i 
4" 


t 
, st 
" 


“I am now past seventy- 
one, and have money in- 
vested in other ways that 
give me trouble and anx- 
iety; but the income from 
your annuity bond a 
ment comes as regularly as 
seasons.’’ 
+ 

“I have a real joy in the 
thought that I can have a 
share in the truly wonder- 
ful work the Bible Society 
is doing for the whole 
world. I consider this is the 
best investment I have ever 
@ = made.” 








AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY 








. The Bible House, Astor Place, New York, N. Y. 
“” Gentlemen: 1 would like to learn about the plan which assures as 
5 high as 9% according to age. Please send me without obligation 
On my part your booklet No. 158.$, entitled “Bibles and Bonds” 
TIMID counducnGassisstccerccncaarabenducspatubparessstuaneenkensenbesostonsees 
Address — 
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“Christian Life” 
Series 


Sunday School 
Lesson Helps 


Following the 
International Uniform Lesson Topics 


Pointed, Sound, and Practical 


Sample Pack on Application 


Address: UNION GOSPEL PRESS 
Box 680, Cleveland, Ohio 
































1930—Christmas—1930 
Get Out of the Rut 


There are new ideas galore in the ‘‘Sample Packet’’ 
which will be mailed FREE on request to any Pastor, 
8. S. Supt. or Program Com. who will give name and 
denomination of Church. 


IF you enclose 10c (stamps or coin) four (4) new 
gospel hymns will be included with the above. 


Address NEW IDEAS — Room 620-M 
164 Nassau Street New York, N. Y. 


West Indies General Mission 
Aggressive Evangelism 
Expository Bible Teaching 
New Testament Methods. 

MR. RUSSELL T. CADY, Hon. Treas., 

4045 Bedford Ave., Brooklyn, N. Y- 











N CHRISTMAS 
MONEY 












Sell Xmas box of 21 artistie cards ; 
ar lined envelopes, 78 tags and 
seals, 99 pieces in all, value $2.50, 
all for $1. Sample box 60 cents. 
Order today. 
Colonial Greeting Card Co. 
Dept. HH, York, Pa. 


Che Sunday. School Gines 


President and Publisher 
Puivtiep E. Howarp 
Editor and Vice-President 
CuHarLEs GALLAUDET TRUMBULL 











Subscription Rates 


The Sunday School Times is pub- 
lished weekly at the following rates, pay- 
able ‘in advance, for either old or new 
subscribers, in the United States and 
Possessions, Mexico, Cuba, and some 
Central and South: American countries. 
These rates include postage. 

$2.00—One copy, or any number of 
copies less than five, $2 each, per year. 
One copy, five years, $7.50. 

$1.50—Five or more copies, either to 
separate addresses or in a package to one 
address, $1.50 each, per year. 

In recognition of the club organizer’s 
aid one subscription additional is allowed 
for every ten paid for in a club. 


CANADA AND FOREIGN COUNTRIES 
For Canadian subscriptions add 25 cents 
for postage to these rates; for foreign sub- 
scriptions add 50 cents for postage. 


Christian Youth 
Christian Youth is published weekly 
at the following rates, payable in advance, 
in the United. States and Possessions, 
Mexico, Cuba, and some Central and 
South American countries. These rates 
include postage. 
75 cents—One copy, or any number 
less than five, 75 cents each, per year. 
52 cents—-Five or more copies, in a 
package to one address, 52 cents each, 
per year. 


The Sunday School Times Company 


secret of the changes God can make in 
your life—through your love and obe- 
dience to him—even as he made them 
in Peter's life. 


T HE answers to the following ques- 


CHRISTIAN YOUTH containing this les- 
son. 
listed like the questions, but are all in- 
cluded in one part or another of the 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


Decatur, GA. 
we 


Can Your Class 
Find the Answers? 


tions will be found in the issue of 


The answers are not numbered and 


interesting lesson material in the current 
issue of CHRISTIAN YouTH, which is 
the new weekly paper for teen age young 
people published by The Sunday School 
Times Company. Classes are discovering 
the interest and practical value of home- 
work on the lesson, by having a copy of 
CHRISTIAN YOUTH in the hands of every 
member of the class, while the” teacher 
uses both that paper and THE SUNDAY 
ScHoo, TIMEs. 

If your class is not yet taking the new 
paper, you can try it for ten weeks for 
ten cents a pupil, if your ‘subscription 
covers five or more copies mailed to one 
address, by ordering from The Sunday 
School Times Company, 325 Nortk Thir- 
teenth Street, Philadelphia. 


1. Who brought Peter to Christ? 


2. What great question crystallized 
Peter’s faith in Christ? 


3. What is your answer to this same 
question? 


4. On whose faithfulness was Peter 
relying just before he denied his Lord? 


5. Do we ever grow strong enough to 
rely on our own strength and faithful- 
ness ? 


6. Whose strength is the only safe an- 
chorage for our faith and trust? 


bd 


Say, Fellows— 
Wade C. Smith’s Boys’ Class 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
Beginning: Sheep food. 
Discussion: Let the fellows each tell 


the most permanently helpful statement 
he ever heard. 


Objective: Consecrating the power of 
communication. 











po ay fellows, we will just try to get 
a line on Peter through the thought 
of sheep food. So much has been said 
and written about Peter (perhaps more 
than any other disciple, unless it is Paul) 
that it is not easy to find something new. 
But the Master’s challenges to him, ‘Feed 
my lambs” and “Feed my sheep” suggest 
that Peter might become a kind of com- 
missary in the scheme of things. He 
was to hand cut food—real spiritual 
food—to the hungry. Our Lord knew 
there would be many new converts after 
his ascension, and they would need to be 
fed upon “the bread which cometh down 
from heaven,” which is himself. The 
feeding must be done by those who knew. 
Peter had qualified. ‘He had made his 
famous utterance, “Thou art the Christ, 
the Son of the living God,’ and the 
Lord had answered, “Blessed art thou, 
Simon Bar-jona: for flesh and _ blood 
hath not revealed it unto thee, but my 
Father which is in heaven. And I say 
unto thee, That thou art Peter, and upon 
this rock I will build my church, and the 
gates of hell shall not prevail against 
it” (Matt. 16: 16-18). 

Peter had a great big mouth. It was 
always shooting off. Sometimes foolishly, 
hurtfully. Other times wisely. He had 
a tremendous capacity for utterance — 
for feeding out to his hearers such 
thoughts as were in his mind at the mo- 
ment. And he had a forceful way of 
saying what he felt. He commanded at- 
tention -by his vigorous. style and ear- 
nestness. Doubtless, he quite convinced 
those stragglers around the fire in the 





323-327 N. Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 


never known Christ, though the evidence 
was to the contrary. Satan wanted that 
big mouth of Peter’s in his own service, 
and he was surely getting it on that fate- 
ful Friday morning before daylight. 
“Satan hath desired to have you, that he 
may sift you as wheat,” the Lord had 
warned him. “But 41 have prayed for 
thee, that thy faith fail not: and when 
thou art converted, strengthen thy breth- 
ren” (Luke 22: 31, 32). And the prayer 
of his Lord was answered when Peter 
became a “feeder of his sheep.” 

Now, fellows, we are all big-mouthed 
to some extent. One thing certain, we 
are going to be telling something to 
somebody every day, unless we are par- 
alyzed—and even then we shall prob- 
ably make signs. The thought I want to 
lodge in your minds is this: We can 
just as well be nourishiag as poisoning 
our hearers with the thought food we 
pass out to them. 

Every fellow can talk, when he is in 
his element. At this moment it happens 
there is a bunch of fellows just outside 
my window, gathered there from the 
neighborhood, and of all the big talk 
going on! Each fellow trying to out- 
talk the rest. They are on a familiar 
subject, and all of them know something 
about it—or seem to. No ha 1, just 
big talking. Those fellows are going to 
be a force (of some kind) in the world, 
and they are going to make themselves 
heard. 

What sort of food will they pass out? 
Sometimes I hear. men tell jokes. Men 
like to do that, to make the others laugh. 
But it is not all the satisfaction of talk 
merely to entertain or make people laugh. 
Telling a story is wasted time unless it 
can carry some food to the hearer. I 
found this little skit at my plate at a 
Rotary luncheon: 


“A genuinely good joke is worth a whole 
lot, but they are few and far between; 
When some woman blushes with embar- 
rassment, 
When some heart carries away an ache, 
When something sacred is made to appear 
common, 
When a man’s weakness provides the 
cause of laughter, 

When profanity is required to make it 
funny, 

When a little child is brought to tears, 

When every one can’t join in the laughter, 

Ir’s A POOR JOKE.” 


The same capacity used to tell jokes, 
fellows, can be used for the high satis- 
faction of feeding our hearers with real 
food—and the best real food is the 
Bread of Life, Jesus Christ. Make up 
your minds now that in all the telling 
you will do as the years roll by, you 
will with no uncertain note tell the story 
of salvation through Jesus Christ. And 
the same tongue with which you tell that 
story will one day shout your own joy 
in the presence of the King, 


Greensporo, N. C. i 
we 


Last Week’s Questions Answered 
(On the lesson of October 26) 


Comparison between flesh and Spirit. 
Personal. 


3. “Envyings” is named right between 
“heresies” (margin of American Standard 
Version) and “drunkenness.” 


4. “Through love be servants one to 
another” (Gal. 5:13), with these other 
words of his (1 Cor. 9:19), “For though 
I was free from all men, I brought myself 
under bondage to all, that I might gain the 
more,” make it easy to accept his admioni- 
tion to us all (Eph. 5:21) “to subjecting 
yourselves one to another in the fear of 
Christ.” 


5. There is hardly a single one of them 
all that does not stress this same truth, but 
we find it dwelt upon at length in Romans, 
chapters 13, 14, and 15; in 1 Corinthians, 
chapters 8, 10, and 13, and Galatians 5: 
13-15. 

6. He says it is the “fruit of the Spirit” 
—the first fruit from which all the other 
lovely ones flow. See Galatians 5: 22. 

7. Read Romans 5: 1-5, noting that it is 
the Spirit’s work to “pour out” in our hearts 
the love of God which was summed up for 
us in the death of his Son on the cross. 
Note marginal reading of Romans 5:4 in 
the American Standard Version. 


I. 
2. 





courtyard of the high priest that he had 
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temperance and the contrasting drunkenness 
and revelings which are of the flesh. 

9. Because the emphasis is not upon tem- 
perance through legal enforcement but as 
a fruit of the inner control of the Spirit. 


10. Wherever it encroaches the 
rights of another. 


11. Because all the laws of both God and 
man, since Sinai have been consistently re- 
sented and broken by mankind. It is human 
nature to be in rebellion against, and = to 
defy the restraints of law. 


12. Anarchy in its most destroying forms. 


13. A reign of wanton debauchery that 
would engulf every phase of American life 
in its horrors. 


upon 





The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





Nov. 9. What Does Brotherhood Mean? 
Matt. 23:8; 1 John 3:17. (Armistice 
Day.) 


Nov. 16. Jesus, an Example of Stewardship. 
John 17 :1-7; Luke 2: 49. 


Nov. 23. Things for Which We Should Be 
Thankful. Psa. 103 : 1-13. (Thanksgiving.) 
Nov. 30. Our Responsibility to Spread the 


Gospel. 1 Cor. 9:16; Rom. 1 : 14-16. 


Sunday, November 2 


Why Support the Eighteenth Amend- 
ment? How? 

(Prov. 20:1; 23: 29-32) (Consecra- 
tion meeting) 





Mon.—Obey the law (Rom. : I-§). 

Tues.—Evils of liquor (Rom. 13 : 10-14). 
Wed.—Save the weak (Rom. 14: 19-23). 
Thurs.—Bind satanic influences (Rev. 


13 


20 : 1-3). 
Fri—Help light conquer darkness (2 
Cor. 6 : 14-18). 
Sat.—Enforcing policies 
1-6). 


(2 Chron. 17: 











Why is a prohibition law necessary? 
Why does prohibition need support? 
How. can we support law-observance? 


N OCTOBER, 1923, President Cool- 

idge said to the governors of various 
States, “A government which does not 
enforce its laws is unworthy of the name 
of a government, and cannot expect to 
hold either the support of its own citi- 
zens or the respect of the informed opin- 
ion of the world.” 


The first answer that every American 
citizen should give to the question, “Why 
support the Eighteenth Amendment?” is, 
“Because it is a law of the land.” Every 
officeholder, from the President down, 
every native-born citizen and every natu- 
ralized one is morally obligated to sup- 
port and obey the law, whether he or she 
agrees with it or not. For any individual 
or group to refuse to do so is anarchy 
and rebellion, and such action strikes at 
the very foundations of our government. 
Mr. Coolidge’ well knew when he uttered 
the statement quoted above that “right- 
eousness exalteth a nation: but sin is a 
reproach to any people” (Prov. 14:34). 


As the first verse in our Scripture les- 
son points out, wine is a mocker, and it 
always has been. In the pre-prohibition 
days strong drink mocked the individual, 
and it mocked his helpless, shivering, and 
hungry wife and children. In the days 
since prohibition strong drink has been 
mocking our government and daring to 
raise its head in defiance of a law that 
was clearly the will of the majority of 
the people in the land. 


But we must expect the liquor inter- 
ests to be dissatisfied with prohibition. 

here has been no plan for the restraint 
or regulation of the liquor traffic that 
has ever been approved by it. Individ- 
uals claim that the Volstead Act is too 
rigid and that the country needs a con- 
trolled liquor traffic. They disavow any 
desire for the return of the corner saloon. 





8. In the fruit of the Spirit which is 





But just give them what*they want now, 

















Lesson for November 2 


3 
The finer things 


MODERNITY and beauty are gra- 
ciously combined at Chalfonte- 
Haddon Hall. 

Come for a day, or a week, or 
a year. Enjoy the salt sea air. 
Good food. Rest in the sun on 
the Ocean Deck. Bathe in the 
clear, bright sea. Have tea to the 
In the 
background is an informal 


strains of Boccherini. 


friendliness that makes every 
minute of your stay a pleasure. 
Write for information. There 


is a Motoramp garage. 


American and European Plans 


Chalfonte- 
Haddon, Hall 


» LEEDS AND LIPPINCOTT COMPANY 


ROLLING 
PARTITIONS 


Have a Separate Room 
for Each 
IVIDE the large room into small onesat will. 
Heat and light only those rooms needed. 
Parutions roll out of way, overhead or sideways, 
when not in use. Suggestions shown in our book- 
let. Just ask for Catalog No. 24. 


THE J. G. WILSON CORPORATION 
11 East 38th St., New York City 
Offices in all Principal Cities 
Established 1876 














a 
KN 
EVERYBODY BUYS CHRISTMAS CARDS 


Earn big money with our Attractive Box Assort- 
ments, containing 21 beautiful cards, matched en- 
velopes, in smart Gift Box. Sells for $x.00; cost you 
50c; ¥00@ profit. Every card a masterpiece. ost 
attractive money-maker in the field. rite for_par- 
ticulars! BEACON CARD CO., Dept. 104, 170 Sum- 
mer Street, Boston, Mass. 
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and it will be but a short time when a 
fight will begin for further concessions. 


ve 


The opium traffic in China is a parallel 
to the liquor traffic in our land. The 
government of China tried for years to 
withhold its hand from any limitation of 
the opium vice. Moral suasion availed 
nothing. Education was helpless. Where 
individuals or communities came in touch 
with the Gospel of Christ and were con- 
verted, opium was dealt a death blow, 
but among the countless thousands who 
never had the opportunity of hearing the 
Gospel there was only one resort, a pro- 
hibitory law against the use of the drug, 
and making opium inaccessible. 


Every citizen of t:e United States has 
an opportunity and a duty to support the 
Eighteenth Amendment. He can do so 
first of all by absolute personal obedi- 
ence to the law in every detail. He can 
help in its observance by reporting any 
violation of the law to the proper auth- 
orities. He can refuse to vote for any 
officials who refuse or by their actions 
show they are unwilling to enforce the 
law. He can protest against, and in a 
large measure bring to an end, the false 
and misleading information published by 
some of our newspapers and periodicals, 
and see to it that correct facts are given. 


ve 


|. But while the Christian citizen has 
all of these opportunities, he has greater 
ones through his citizenship in Heaven. 
He has the great privilege of seeing that 
the saving Gospel of Christ is proclaimed 
with no uncertain sound throughout the 
land. When Christ comes in and fills 
the heart, law breaking ceases, and men 
become good citizens, not by force, but 
because they want to do the right thing. 
Christians have the opportunity of prayer 
for the conditions in their communities, 
and can meet situations this way that can 
be dealt with in no other. 


oe 


How is your church and mine meeting 
its responsibility in the present prohibition 
issue ? 

How can our young people’s society sup- 
port the Eighteenth Amendment? 

Do we take the trouble to get informa- 
tion to enable us to speak with intelligence 
against those who are spreading false in- 
formation about prohibition ? 


PHILADELPHIA. 
w 


Letters from Readers 


Furlough Address, 
42 Atlas Street, 
Akron, Ohio. 

Dear Editor: I have long known the 
“Little Jetts,” but until this morning had 
never had the privilege of meeting their 
creator, a privilege I have long desired. 
Seeing him and talking with him brought 
to memory an incident that I think you will 
enjoy, so I will put it down here for both 
you and him. 

Some ten or twelve years ago, Mrs. Baw- 
den and I were on our way to the Hills 
in our old Ford car, when our petrol (An- 
glice for gasoline) ran out, and we were 
stranded over Sunday at a little dak bunga- 
low about twenty miles west of Bangalore, 
Mysore State, South India. It came the 
usual time for Sunday-school and we tried 
to make most of the few materials at hand, 
and it proved a most polyglot group. 

Mrs. Bawden and I, being American born, 
speak and love the English. The only other 
member of the group was my motor driver, 
a Christian young man, who knew a little 
English, but not enough to carry a Bible 
story in it. 

Mrs. Bawden and I, being missionaries, 
had learned the Telugu language, after a 
fashion, which was the native language of 
the motor driver and of our cook. The 
cook and motor driver both also knew a 
bit of Tamil, another South India language, 
but that does not enter the story. 

The servant in charge of the dak bunga- 
low was a Mohammedan, whose own lan- 
guage was Hindustani, but who also knew 
the language of the area where we were 
stopping, which was Canarese. Our motor 
boy also knew enough Hindustani to make 
himself fairly well understood, but he did 
not know anything of the Canarese. Mrs. 
Bawden, the cook, and I knew nothing of 
either Hindustani or Canarese. 

The water boy and two or three of his 





friends from the village knew Canarese and 
nothing else. So there you have the setting 
for a Sunday-school; five languages avail- 
able, but not more than four people able to 
use any one of them. 

And that is where the ‘Little Jetts” came 
in with their universal language. It hap- 
pened that I had with me THE Sunpay 
ScHoot Times with half a dozen pictures 
of the “Litt!2 Jetts’’ telling one of the Bible 
stories, and curiously enough, if my- memory 
is correct, in view of our work among the 
criminal tribes of India, the story was that 
of the “Good Samaritan.” 

I cut the pictures out and pasted them on 
handy pieces of paper, so that I could pass 
them around as I told the story, and with 
Mrs. Bawden and myself occupying the only 
chairs available and the rest of the Sunday- 
school all sitting on the stone floor, I told 
the story in the Telugu as best I could, oc- 
casionally having to ask for a word in Eng- 
lish to fill out the Telugu sentences. Mrs. 
Bawden, the cook, and the’ motor boy could 
understand it in the Telugu, but the rest 
sat and gazed at the little picture that I 
was showing them, but got, nothing of the 
story. So the motor boy brushed up his 
Hindustani and told the story all over again 
to the Mohammedan watchman. I don’t 
know how much he got, but: he passed it 
on as best he could in the Canarese to the 
three or four village boys who sat with 
him, and then I started in on another pic- 
ture in the Telugu and we went'through the 
process all over again. 

It was a very good example of the neces- 
sity for the interpreter in India, where there 
are one hundred and. forty-seven languages, 
and you will understand why we mission- 


aries usually refer to the interpreter as the |’ 


“interrupter.” But. we had a good hour 
around the “Little Jetts,” and I have an 
idea that a search in my library at Kavali, 
South India, might find the identical slips 
yet. So it was a very great joy to meet 
the “Big Jett’ and hear him tell a ‘Little 
Jett” story this morning in his inimitable 
way, and I hope to take Mrs. Bawden over 
to hear him tonight. 

With the best of good wishes for him and 
for you in all your great work, I am 

Faithfully yours, 
S. D. BawbEN. 


ye 
A Good Church Bulletin 


HE Layman Company is now putting 
out its Tithing Pamphlets in four- 


page bulletin form, printed on two inside 


pages only, other two pages blank for 
local material. The cost will give a 
saving of at least five dollars per week 
to any pastor who uses four-page bulle- 
tins in his Sunday services. The plans 
furnish a good opportunity for five or 
ten weeks of tithe education without 
expense or special distribution, and there 
are twenty subjects to choose from. Free 
samples and price list will be sent on 
request. Please give your denomination, 
also mention THE SuNpAy SCHOOL 
Times.—The Layman Company, 730 
Rush Street, Chicago. 














The Victorious Life 

















Keswick Month-End 
Conferences 


HE October month-end Victorious 
Life Conference will be held at 
America’s Keswick, Keswick Grove, 
N. J., October 24, 25, and 26. W. B: 
Anderson, D.D., Secretary of the United 
Presbyterian Board of Foreign Missions, 
will conduct the Bible Hour. 
Dr. Paul Harrison of Arabia will speak 
Friday evening and Saturday morning. 
The Victorious Life hours will be un- 
der the leadership of Addison C. Raws. 
Many will be glad to know that the 
month-end conferences will be continued 
through the fall, winter, and spring 
months. The news will be specially wel- 
come to those whose lives have already 
been richly blessed through their min- 
istry. Dates for the conferences are as 
follows: 


Oct. 24-26 Jan. 30-Feb. 1 
Nov. 28-30 Feb. 27-Mar. 1 
Dec. 26-28 Mar. 27-29 


April 24 to 26 


For reservations or for further infor- 
mation, please address Addison C. Raws, 
Secretary, Keswick Grove, N. J. 
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“Accidentally” 


‘* Accidentally,” writes a friend, 
‘**] learned of your work, and I want 
you to know what a rich blessing 
has come into my life ever since.” 





And we answered him, ‘‘ Nothing 
ever comes by accident to the child 
of God. The Psalmist says, The 
steps of a good man are ordered by 
the Lord. And we consider it a 
providential accident—an accident 
ordered by the Lord.” 


And to you who read these lines, 
we can wish no greater joy than that 
you should some day meet with the 
same accident. If you have never 
exercised prayer and sympathy in 
the work of carrying the Gospel mes- 
sage to those ‘‘of whom according to 
the flesh, Christ came,” you have a 
new joy awaiting you. Our files are 
replete with testimonies of those who 
have ‘“‘ been there” and know. 


Some day you too will adventure 
with God, and then you too will 
thank God for the great ‘‘ accident.” 
But we can’t force you to it—the 
urge must come by the Spirit of 
God. All we can do is to tell you 
about it; the rest is between you and 
God. 


Our work merits your every con- 
fidence. Our field is not only the 
2,000,000 Jews of New York, but 
the 4,000,000 Jews of America. And 
through co-operating missionaries 
we are represented, and our Yiddish 
publications are being distributed, 
in all the important Jewish centers 
‘of the world. In America, Branches 
are being established in the larger 
cities as the Lord gives us the 
means and the workers. Your help 
and prayers are always needed. 
‘‘The Chosen People,” loved by 
many Bible students for its helpful 
information on Prophecy and the 
Jews, 1s sent to all contributors. May 
we hear from you ? 


American Board of Missions 
To The Jews, Inc. 
27 Throop Ave., Brooklyn, N. Y. 














Mother’s Favorite for 
Baby’s Daily Bath 


Cuticura Soap 


Refreshing and Soothing 
Price 25c. Sample free. Address: 
“Outicura,” Dept. 13B, Malden, Mass. 


DEAGAN 


TOWER CHIMES 


Played from keyboard, direct from 
organ consoleorautomatically. Price, 
$4375 and up. Literature on request. 

J. C. Deagan, Inc., 185 Deagan Bldg., Chicage 











A BUSINESS OF YOUR OWN 


Material depression turns eate 8 mind to things 
spiritual. Our country needs WHOLESOME and 
CHRISTIAN books. We publish and import 
them. _We list ONLY books which are true to 
Bible. Some 600 titles in Fiction. Fine Religious 
AGENTS WANTED in ALL SEC- 
BIG COMMISSION. Ask for CATA- 
LOGUES, TERMS, etc. 
WM. B. EERDMANS PUBLISHING CO. 


234 Pearl Street, Grand Rapids, Mich. 














TO EARN MONEY 
FOR CHURCH ORGANIZATIONS 


Real help in earning money. Card 


rings folder free. 
WYANDOT COMPANY GALION, OHIO 


12 Ways 


or individuals. 
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( For Family Wenig | 


( By Howard A. Banks, Litt.D. ) 


Following the Home Daily Bibie Read- 

ings on the International Uniform Sunday 

Scoool Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday school Lesson Committee, 





October 27 to November 2 
Mon.—Mark §& : 27-30. 
Our Lord is by now a practically de- 
serted Teacher by “the lost sheep of the 
house of Israel” whom he came to save. 
He is granted to be a great prophet, but 
not the Son of God. Peter’s confession 
shows great courage. He is willing to 
acknowledge and follow a deserted Christ. 
But not a deat one, as the next verses 
show. It took the Transfiguration to re- 
veal that it is through death that our 
Lord becomes the King of the universe. 
Prayer Suacestions: Pray for the 
newly accepted members of the Church 
of the Belgian Gospel Mission; they are 
subjected to especial persecution and 
temptations of Satan, as a result of their 
action. Suffering and difficulty of every 
kind are the lot of many. The requests 
this week are made in the June bulletin 
of the Mission. 
Tues.—Luke 22: 31-34. Peter’s Presumption. 

Peter slept while his Master prayed; 
resisted while his Master submitted; fol- 
lowed afar off, warmed himself at the 
world’s fire, and denied his Lord. ‘He 
transgressed thus once. But we have 
denied our Lord so many times. Let us 
continually pray for a humility that will 
throttle presumption. 

PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: Pray for those 
of the Belgian Gospel Mission who have 
attended the mectings for a long time, 
but yet fear to confess Christ openly. 
Wed.—John 18: 19-27. Peter’s Denial. 

Comparing this report with that in 
Luke 22: 22-34, we find our Lord teach- 
ing that his Father has appointed to 
him a kingdom, but his way thereto must 
be through temptations, and therefore so 
must ours. Alford says that Peter made 
two asseverations of his loyalty, one dur- 
ing the last meal, the other on the way 
to the Mount of Olives. Satan will de- 
sire to have us as well as Peter, but we 
must humbly trust in our Lord's inter- 
cession, 

PRAYER SucGGestions: Pray for the 
Holy Spirit to follow up the preaching 
and teaching in the open-air campaigns 
of the Belgian Gospel Mission. 
Thurs.—John 21: 15-23. Peter’s Mission. 

Peter's mission is threefold. “Feed 
my lambs.” The little ones are all too 
often neglected, because of the mistaken 
idea that they cannot understand deep 
truth. Second, “tend” or “shepherd” my 
sheep, guiding in their spiritual life. 
Third, “feed my beloved sheep,” with the 
diminutive, expressive of affection, used. 
The tremendous importance of “sheep- 
feeding” is emphasized thus in one of the 
last messages of the resurrected Lord. 

PRAYER SuGGEsTIONS: Pray for the 
cases below mentioned by Mr. Bentley, 
head of the post of Enghien, Belgium: 
A family who attend the mectings of 
the Belgian Gospel Mission but who have 
not yielded to Christ; for a drunkard 


Peter’s Confession. 


who comes to the hall for comfort when | 


drunk, but who dares not enter when 
Sober, a capable glassblower, who makes 
good money but squanders tt on drink. 
Fri.—Acts 2: 14-21. Peter’s Message. 

In this first report of- apostolic preach- 
ing, from which all preaching should not 
far deviate, we have simply and entirely 
the proclamation of historical facts. It is 
a witness to what has been seen, the 
testimony centering in the resurrection of 
Jesus Christ. The building up of be- 
lievers is added, of course, in later 
preaching. But Peter's Pentecost mes- 
sage should never be lost sight of as a 
model. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: 
correspondence course of 


for the 
Belgian 


Pray 
the 


Gospel Misston which now has one hun- | 


dred and sixty European students en- 
rolled. 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


Sat.—Acts 4: 13-22. Peter’s Courage. 

Peter stands unabashed in the most 
august presence on earth. By it he and 
his company are forbidden to preach. 
‘They retuse. ‘They rebel against the 
authority constituted by the law of Moses. 
But more, the Lord had seemed to admit 
its rightful authority (Matt. 23:1, 2). 
How, then, can Peter and John deny it? 
The boldness, interpretive insight, cour- 
age, and resolution of this hour were the 
product of the Holy Ghost. How Holy 
Spirit courage is needed today, in the 
face of the dicta of modernistic “scholar- 
ship”! 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Pray for a head 
for the French Bible School of the Bel- 
gian Gospel Mission. 





Sun.—Philippians 2 : 1-11. 
Having the Mind of Christ. 
The Philippians were in dissension 
when Paul wrote this epistle. The church 
is full of sad schism today. 
is to yield to the Spirit to give us the 
mind of Christ that led Him to his mar- 
velous, condescending “emptying.” 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Pray for in- 
creased giving to the general fund of the 
Belgian Gospel Mission. The treasurer 
in Belgium, Mr. Grandjean, writes of 
increased expenditures on the field, caused 
by a needed increase in salary of workers, 
made necessary by the increased cost of 
living, while meantime the rate of the dol- 
lar remains unchanged. Pray that friends 
may be stirred to give generously. 





The remedy | 





(Lesson for Nov. 


2) OCTOBE 18, 1930 





f 





vane 


E HAVE under the bless- 
ing of God a splendid work 
in Roumania. Amid opposition 
and persecution the workers have 


held and taken ground for God. 


If you desire to know more 
about this constructive work, its 
needs, opportunities, and difficul- 
ties, write 
American European Fellowship - 
156 Fifth Avenue, New York City, N. Y. 











Plan ? 


dence. 


under this plan. 





153 Institute Place, 


provide for a survivor 











If you are puzzled regarding Investments or are 
in doubt as to where to place your funds for 
security and reasonable return—why not investi- 
gate the Moody Bible Institute Annuity Contract 


You can invest your money in Moody Bible 
Institute Annuity Contracts with absolute confi- 
Institute Buildings 
within a mile of Chicago’s famous Loop—cover- 
ing the equivalent of more than a city block, 
and conservatively valued at more than $5, 300, - 
ooo—give additional security to an investment 


Chicago Avenue Station, Chicago, Illinois. 
Without obligation on my part, please tell 

me — How I may secure a generous and as- 

sured income during my life, and How I may 


and equipment 


met. 


We Invite Your Inquiry 


The Moody Bible Institute of Chicago PMRIOE  coicccecmscicscresekindees sbeeecesstenesoess ° 
Bureau of Annuities, Dept, SSro3 


DONS oki ca cacisccaecGiibiss covcscciexsesstcbeseesecees cccces 
5 Ga ee re badanseess ee ees aeitaet 
RPROW GE: TRO sii cisiide sc Riccecacikaeacsdcccccesiae’ skneaee 


Survivor’s Date of Birth 


Moody Bible Institute 
Life Annuity Contracts 


Sound Security for 
Your Investments 


—an income for life — ranging from 
4% to 10%, depending on your age, 
promptly paid annually or semi- 
annually 


An opportunity to con- 
tribute to a most worthy 


The Time of Life 


Governs the Life Income 


(From an Annuity Contract of the Moody Bible Institute) 


The Life Annuity Contract issued by the Moody 
Bible Institute secures 
income for life—an income ranging from 4% to 
10%, depending on your time of life (your age) 
—enables you to provide for a survivor, and 
permits you to do your part in the advancement 
of God’s great. work—the Christian Training 
Activities of the Institute 
L. Moody in 1886. 


Annuity Investments are held in reserve until 
all obligations to the 


THE Moopy BIBLE INSTITUTE OF CHICAGO 


Bureau of Annuities (SS103), 153 Institute Place 
Chicago Avenue Station, Chicago, Illinois 


offer 


and 


Christian work 


for you a generous 


founded by Dwight 
az 


annuitants have been 
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